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INTRODUCTION 


General assistance is the term most frequently applied to public 
financial assistance to people in need who cannot qualify for help 
under one of the State-Federal public assistance programs. It in- 
cludes programs variously Re to as “home relief,’’ “outdoor re- 
lief,” “emergency relief,” “direct relief.” It has its roots in the 
basic responsibility Seatiind in the legal framework of all States for 
helping people whose resources are inadequate to meet their essential 
needs. It is financed from State or local funds. 

In the beginning of the social security programs (1935-36) the 
first recipients were drawn from people who were being aided through 
various assistance programs, Although many needy persons have 
qualified or one of the State-Federal programs of old-age assistance, 
aid to dependent children, aid to the blind, and later, aid to the 
permanently and totally disabled, there have always been persons who 
fall outside the scope of these programs. These are the responsibility 
of the State and local general assistance programs. 

Voluntary statistical reports about general assistance covering the 
number of cases receiving help and amounts expended have been made 
to the Bureau of Public Assistance by most States for many years and 
are published monthly. Such reports show there are wide variations 
in practices among the States; but little specific information has been 
compiled on the nature or content of the programs. Therefore, in 
response to the many requests made to the Bureau of Public Assistance 
for information about general assistance on a nationwide basis, in 
1959 the Bureau undertook to secure, with the cooperation of State 
agencies administering the federally aided assistance programs, infor- 
mation about the basic characteristics of general assistance. The 
data in this document is the result of this joint effort. 

The following definition of general assistance is used in this report: 


General assistance is a public program (financed from 
State or local funds) which furnishes financial assistance to 
needy families or individuals primarily in their homes. Assist- 
ance may be given in the form of money payments, assist- 
ance in kind provided directly to recipients, vendor pay- 
ments for medical or remedial care, or vendor payments for 
other goods and services. It may include assistance to re- 
cipients living in boarding or nursing homes or in certain 
public or private institutions, with the exception of transient 
care given through shelters or overnight lodging houses. It 
does not include cases in which only vendor payments for 
burials are made. 


Information on the following subjects was omitted as not falling 
within the scope and purpose of this report: assistance to persons living 
in public institutions, except as unusual situations may be reported in 
“Ttem 19, Aid to Special Groups’’; and foster care when paid for from 
funds other than the regular general assistance funds. 
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GENERAL ASSISTANCE IN UNITED STATES 

The information was collected in January 1959, and is presented as 
in effect in that month; but substantive amendments through legisla- 
tive or agency policy actions which were reported when the States 
reviewed the draft document have been recorded in footnotes which 
cover periods as late as August 1, 1959. 

All States are included in the study. The information for each 

State is presented in five sections: 
General description. 
B. Conditions of eligibility. 
C. Standards of assistance and payment. 
D. Administration. 
E. Other aid from public funds. 

The entries have been concurred in by the public assistance agency 
of each State as representing to the best of its knowledge the general 
assistance situation in that particular State. Together with the 
“Characteristics of State Public Assistance Plans,’’ a periodic publica- 
tion of the Bureau of Public Assistance covering the federally aided 
programs, it completes the picture of assistance available from public 
funds. 

Katuryn D. Goopwin, 
Director, Bureau of Public Assistance. 








EXPLANATION OF THE CHARACTERISTICS OF GENERAL 
ASSISTANCE 


The definition of general assistance used in this report is the same 
as is used by the States in reporting to the Bureau of Public Assistance, 
on a voluntary basis, the cases and amounts expended for such general 
assistance. The definition is given in full in the introduction to this 
report. Throughout the report, the term “public assistance’ has 
been used to indicate one or more of the federally aided programs of 
public assistance: old-age assistance (OAA), aid to the blind (AB), 
aid to dependent children (ADC), and aid to the permanently and 
totally disabled (APTD). The letter abbreviations are used in 
referring to these programs in the various items of the characteristics. 

There are 20 items of characteristics, grouped into five sections: 
A. General Description; B. Conditions of Bligi ility; C. Standards of 
Assistance and Payment; D. Administration; and E. Other Aid From 
Public Funds. 

This last section includes four types of assistance which are closely 
related to, but usually not directly a part of general assistance. They 
are medical care only, burial, aid to special groups, and use of Federal 
surplus food commodities for individuals and families. These types 
of aid from public funds were selected as being used commonly to 
supplement the programs of federally aided public assistance or State- 
local general assistance or to serve specific groups. 


A. GENERAL DESCRIPTION 


1. Type of program.—A summary statement designed to present 
sastinnliy the frame of reference to which the subsequent data should 
be related as it is read. It also includes a statement about the State 
and local agency which administers the federally aided public assist- 
ance programs in the State and whether the same agencies administer 
general assistance. 

2. Most common uses.—The entries in this item are self-explanatory 
except the phrase “‘to meet any kind of need presented by an eligible 
individual,” which is assumed to include short-time assistance and 
assistance to meet emergency needs as well as continuing assistance 
needed as a result of various social and economic conditions. The 
phrase does not imply the extent to which the need is met, but only 
that all kinds of need are considered in determining eligibility. 


B. CONDITIONS OF ELIGIBILITY 


3. Definition—Assuming that “need” is a basic eligibility factor, 
this entry contains the family status and employability status infor- 
mation involved in the State’s conditions of eligibility. 

4. Residence —The presence or absence of a State or local require- 
ment for a durational period of residence as a condition of eligibility ; 
also whether exceptions are made for giving assistance in emergency 
situations. 
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5. Citezenship.—The presence or absence of a State or local require- 
ment that citizenship in the United States, or, as a substitute, residence 
for a specified period of years within the United States, is a condition 
of eligibility; also whether exceptions are made for giving assistance 
in gmenorney situations. 

Employment and employability—Any condition of eligibility 
ie upon the employment or employability status of an applicant 
and any requirement for a ‘‘work test’’ such as current registration 
with the USES, assignment to a work project, or evidence of willing- 
ness to accept employment. 

7. Property limatations.—Limitations affecting eligibility for general 
assistance are reported as being the same as, or different from, those of 
the federally aided programs, together with any comment specifying 
the way in which they differ. (Reference to the “Characteristics of 
State Public Assistance Plans’’ will give the details of such property 
limitations in the federally aided public assistance programs. ) 

8. Liens and recovery.—Whether there are provisions governing 
recovery of assistance and the means which may be taken by an agency 
to insure such recovery through liens on real or personal property, 
assignment of assets, or legal claim to be filed against the estate of a 
deceased recipient. Provisions involving fraud are not included. 

9. Other —Any other conditions of eligibility not included in a 
previous entry. 


C. STANDARDS OF ASSISTANCE AND PAYMENT 


10. Standards of assistance-—Whether, in comparison with the 
standards of assistance used for the federally aided public assistance 
programs, the standards most commonly used for general assistance 
are the same as, similar to, or not similar to the public assistance ones; 
if they differ, whether the general assistance standards are less com- 
prehensive in items covered in the budget, amounts allowed for these 
items, or different in other ways. Any significant variations from the 
pattern most commonly in use in the State are noted. This item is 
intended to show only the extent to which the general assistance 
standards are at the same level as, or higher or lower than, those for 
responds of public assistance. 

Limitations on payment.—Maximums on money amounts which 
may ie paid to a recipient or any limitations on the duration of assist- 
ance, according to the practices most commonly followed in the State. 

12. Method of payment.—The method of making general assistance 
payments which is most commonly used in the State for maintenance 
items and, separately, for medical care; any specific circumstances or 
items for which vendor payments or “in kind’”’ assistance is given 
rather than a money payment to the recipient; and any significant 


variations which may occur In a given area or under a given set of 
circumstances. 


D. ADMINISTRATION 


13. State agency.—Whether there is any administrative or super- 
visory responsibility lodged in a State agency; if so, the name of the 
agency and the nature of the responsibility. 

14. Local agency.—The local agency through which general assist- 
ance is administered, whether a branch of the State public assistance 
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agency, some other organized public agency, or the locally elected 
officials themselves; the number of the local units administering general 
assistance; and any other information which helps to present the situa- 
tion in the State. 

Financing.—Whether general assistance is financed by State 
funds only, local funds only, or a combination of State and local funds 
and the basis for the combination of such funds. The data is reported 
separately for assistance costs and for administrative costs. Also 
included is information about any specific limitations on the amount 
of tax levy which may be made by a local jurisdiction for the purposes 
of general assistance. 

Authority.—Citations to the State statutes or code of laws to 
identify the statutory base for the administration of general assistance 
and the differing responsibilities of the State and the local jurisdictions. 


E. OTHER AID FROM PUBLIC FUNDS 


17. Medical care only.—The public resources, if any, available to 
persons in need of medical care whose income covers all other living 
costs; the agencies to which such a person may apply; and the general 
conditions governing his eligibility for such medical care. This sec- 
tion does not include such generally available services as State sana- 
toriums for tubercular patients or State or State-Federal agencies for 
rehabilitation of handicapped persons. 

Burial.—The public funds or the public agency through which 
provision is made for burial of deceased persons whose own or family 
resources cannot meet the costs of burial. 

Aid to special groups.—Information about any State funds de- 
signed to meet special maintenance needs and administered for assist- 
ance to specified groups of people, such as special funds for assistance 
to veterans. It does not include those State services or Federal-State 
programs which are generally available in all States, such as programs 
of vocational rehabilitation, the Bureau of Indian Affairs, State 
hospitals of various kinds, or “disaster relief’’ funds. 

20. Federal surplus food commodities—Whether surplus foodstuffs 
under the Federal surplus commodities program are distributed to 
families and individuals, approximate number of local units partici- 
pating in such distribution, whether the number of such units varies 
seasonally, and the State agency or agencies involved in the distri- 
bution of the commodities or the certification of eligibility of persons 
to receive them. 








we 


SUMMARY COMPILATIONS OF CHARACTERISTICS OF 
GENERAL ASSISTANCE, 1959 


I. ADMINISTRATION 


A. Strate AGEeNcy RESPONSIBILITY 


General assistance administered by the State public assistance 
agency through its local offices - - - - - 


Dik hs weet an cee _..... 18 States. 
Alabama ! Hawaii Puerto Rico ? 
Alaska Louisiana South Carolina ? 
Arizona Missouri Utah 
Arkansas ! New Mexico ? Virgin Island® 
Delaware Oklahoma ? Washington 


District of Columbia Pennsylvania West Virginia 
General assistance supervised by the State public assistance agency 
through local offices which are branches of county or municipal 


government, usually also serving federally aided programs- --_- - - 9 States. 
Illinois * Montana Oregon 
Kansas New York Virginia 
Maryland ! Ohio Wyoming 
General assistance administered by local political jurisdictions_._._._ 26 States. 
(1) With specifically limited responsibility exercised by the 
State public assistance agency __..._......----------- 8 States. 
California * Massachusetts 5 Rhode Island * 5 
Connecticut ° Minnesota 4 Vermont 5 
Maine 5 New Jersey *? 5 
(2) No responsibility exercised by a State agency_........... 18 States. 
Colorado Kentucky North Carolina 
Florida Michigan North Dakota 
Georgia Mississippi South Dakota 
Idaho Nebraska Tennessee 
Indiana Nevada Texas 
Iowa New Hampshire Wisconsin 


1 For unusual! variations or limitations of program, see State page. 

? Separate funds available for emergency aid aside from continuing general assistance. 

3 Some local jurisdictions receive no State aid and no State supervision; public assistance programs ad- 
ministered by separate staff or separate local agency. 


4 Limited to receiving statistical reports and authority over specified types of intercounty disputes. 
5 State gives financial support in specified ways. 
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B. Source or Funps 


(1) Assistance and administrative costs from same source______._._. 48 States. 

State funds only _ 16 States. 
Alabama Hawaii Puerto Rico 
Alaska Louisiana South Carolina ! 
Arizona Missouri Utah 
Arkansas New Mexico ! Virgin Islands 
District of Oklahoma ! Washington 

Columbia Pennsylvania 

Combination of State and local funds. -_--- pret ; 15 States. 
Delaware Massachusetts * Ohio 
Illinois 2 Michigan Rhode Island ? 
Kansas Montana Virginia 
Maine * New Jersey ? Wisconsin ° 
Maryland New York Wyoming 

Local funds only- Jee 17 States. 
California Iowa New Hampshire 
Colerado Kentucky North Carolina 
Florida Minnesota 4 South Dakota 5 
Georgia Mississippi Tennessee 
Idaho Nebraska Texas 
Indiana Nevada 

(2) Assistance costs and administrative costs met by funds from 
eee I ao os wr a es A ecnaccauc Geen 





State name | State funds only | Combination of | Local funds only 
State-local 





Connecticut...........-. eee ee Administrative. 
North Dakota *_.....- eo pA LARUE UES (ag as SL. "5 RES AEE Do. 
i Administrative........|_.... ss sted 
ai tanh lean ssid tpiea MRE oh canemaheus Do. 

.. ) si ae ae oer cee * ee | 





1 Separate county program, using local funds; primarily for emergency aid. 

2 Applies to those local units which participate in the State-aided program, such units serve a majority 
of the population of the State; other local units use local funds only. 

3 State funds restricted to specified purposes. 

‘ Under certain conditions State funds may be made available to ‘distressed counties.”’ 

: we taxes are returned to counties for hospitalization of indigent sick; population basis; locally 
administered. 
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C. Locat Unit or ADMINISTRATION 


County is the most common unit (geographical area or political sub- 
division of government) for administration of general assistance. 39 States. 


Alabama Louisiana Ohio 
Arizona Maryland ! Oklahoma 
Arkansas Michigan ! Oregon 
Delaware Minnesota ! ? Pennsylvania 
California Mississippi ! South Carolina 
Colorado Missouri ! South Dakota 
Florida ! Montana Tennessee ! 
Georgia ! Nebraska Texas ! 
Hawaii Nevada Utah 
Idaho New Mexico Virginia * 
Iowa New York ! ? Washington 
Kansas North Carolina West Virginia 
Kentucky ! North Dakota Wyoming 
Township, towns, municipalities, or combinations of such local units, 
are the most common administrative units___- _- raed 10 States. 
Connecticut Massachusetts Rhode Island 
Illinois ? New Hampshire Vermont 
Indiana New Jersey Wisconsin 
Maine 
A defined area unit of the State public assistance agency is the unit 
of administration____________-_- oF onthe aa taste besa sas ati 4 States. 
Alaska Puerto Rico Virgin Islands 


District of Columbia 


1 Some cities have separate programs or comprise separate administrative units sometimes with munic- 
ipal funds and policies which vary from the county program. 
? Has a combination of county and township organization; see State page for details. 


Il. SELECTED CONDITIONS OF ELIGIBILITY 


(Family status, employability requirements, and residence require- 
ments were selected for compilation as being of greatest interest to 
most readers. Similar compilations of the other conditions of eligi- 
bility—citizenship, property limitations, tests of employability, lien, 
and recovery provisions, and miscellaneous conditions—can readily 
be made by persons interested in these special aspects of elibility.) 


A. Famity Status AnD EMPLOYABILITY 


In all States needy families are eligible for general assistance, but 
in 17 States there is a requirement that there be no employable person 
in the family. 


Assistance limited to unemployable persons or to families without 


an employable person 17 States. 
Arizona ! Maryland 3 Puerto Rico 4 
District of Columbia ? Mississippi South Carolina ! 
Georgia Missouri Texas 
Hawaii Nevada ! Virgin Islands 
Iowa! North Carolina West Virginia 
Louisiana Oklahoma 


! Some exceptions or special program provisions are made to meet emergency need. 

2 Exception made in specified circumstances involving children. 

3 Employable persons may receive aid through a special program if local unit elects to participate and 
provides funds to match State grant-in-aid. 

4 Assistance to meet continuing needs only: aid for emergency needs available from a separate program. 
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In an additional four States, requirements concerning employability 
are applied to couples and nonfamily persons although not applied to 
families. In Alaska and New Mexico, couples and nonfamily individ- 
uals are eligible only if unemployable. In Oregon, such persons are 
eligible only when employment is not available, or in the case of single 
men, if unemployable. In Washington, assistance to single, employ- 
able, unemployed males under 50 years of age is given “‘at the dis- 
cretion of the local administrator in the light of add employment 
conditions.” 

B. Restpence REQUIREMENT 


No durational residence requirement. ___.............---------- 14 States. 
Arkansas Massachusetts 2 Puerto Rico 
Connecticut Nebraska South Carolina 
Hawaii ! New Hampshire Vermont ? 

Indiana New Jersey ! Virgin Islands ! 
Maine New York 
Durational residence requirement, State, local, or both._.._._---- 39 States. 
Exceptions made for short-time assistance to nonresidents, usually 
pending return to place of legal residence____._...._------ 20 States. 
Alaska Kansas Rhode Island ° 
Arizona * Maryland Utah ° 
California Minnesota Washington 
Delaware ‘ Nevada ’” West Virginia 
District of Columbia ° New Mexico Wisconsin 
Georgia ° Ohio Wyoming * 
Illinois Pennsylvania 
Exceptions made for emergency assistance only; including, but not 
limited to, emergency medical care___-_- : ... 15 States. 
Alabama Louisiana 5 North Dakota 
Colorado Michigan Oregon 
Florida Mississippi South Dakota 
Idaho Missouri Texas 
lowa Montana Virginia 
Residence requirement generally applied; no exceptions reported 
for aid to nonresidents, transients, or migrants - - - -- ~~~ ~~ ---- . 4 States. 
Kentucky North Carolina Oklahoma Tennessee 


1 Special policies regarding assistance to nonresident persons. 

? Assistance for nonsettled persons paid by State funds. 

’ Transients or migrants aided only in emergencies. 

‘ Nonresident may be given immediate aid on basis of reciprocal agreement or understanding with other 
State 

Transients or migrants not eligible for assistance 

6 Applies to urban areas; in rural areas, probably only emergency aid is given. 

’ Applies to 8 counties; policies in remaining 9 unknown. 

8 1-year residence requirement for receipt of continuing aid; exceptions may be made under specified 
conditions. 

* Able-bodies nonfamily person not eligible except in hardship situation, then limited to 30 days. 
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Ill. PROGRAM CONTENT 
A. Most Common Uses or GENERAL ASSISTANCE 


To respond to any kind of need of an eligible family or individual 


as defined by the particular State’s program - - -- -- <<a iain 27 States. 
Alaska Louisiana ! Oregon 
Arizona ! 2 Maryland ! 4 Pennsylvania 
Connecticut Massachusetts Rhode Island * 
Delaware Michigan South Carolina ! ? 
District of Columbia ! Minnesota Utah 
Hawaii ! Missouri ! Virgin Islands ! 
Idaho New Jersey * Virginia 
Illinois * New Mexico West Virginia ! 
Kansas New York Wyoming 


To meet continuing need of eligible families or individuals in speci- 
fied types of situations only and to give short-term or emergency 
assistance when needed______......___-.-. soon sou~~atireeen 


California Maine Puerto Rico ! ? 
Colorado 5 Mississippi ! Vermont 
Georgia ! Montana Washington 
Indiana New Hampshire Wisconsin 
Kentucky Ohio 

Only to meet emergency needs or give assistance on a short-term 

OO. nidabs-- . ae LS EU st _. 12 States. 

Alabama Nebraska °® Oklahoma ! 
Arkansas Nevada ! ® South Dakota ° 
Florida North Carolina ! ® Tennessee 
Iowa ! North Dakota Texas ! 


! Program limited to unemployable persons or families without an employable member. 

2 General assistance program (continuing need) is supplemented by a separate program designed to meet 
emergency needs whether or not there is an employable person. 

3 Applies to those local units which receive State aid; however, these participating local units serve the 
majority of the population of the State. 

4 Special program for aid to employable persons if local unit elects to participate and appropriates funds 
to match State grant-in-aid. 

5 Counties vary in uses of general assistance, but at time of report approximately 55 percent of expenditures 
were for medical care. 

* Also gives some foster care through general assistance funds. 
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B. Limitations on Amount OR DvuRATION OF ASSISTANCE 


(1) Maximums on payment: 


Maximum set on the amount of assistance to a recipient__.._.. 14 States. 
Alabama Louisiana Utah 
Alaska Maryland Washington 
Arizona New Mexico West Virginia 
Arkansas Oklahoma Wyoming 
Delaware South Carolina 
No maximum set on amount of assistance except such limita- 
tions as may result from limited funds available _--___---_-- 24 States. 
California Missouri Pennsylvania 
Connecticut Montana Puerto Rico 
District of Columbia Nebraska Rhode Island 
Hawaii New Hampshire South Dakota 
Illinois New Jersey Vermont 
Kansas ! New York Virgin Islands 
Maine North Carolina Virginia 
Minnesota Oregon Wisconsin 
(2) Limitations on duration: 
Limitations set on length of time assistance may be given___-_ 6 States. 
Alabama ! New Mexico ! Virginia 
Arkansas South Carolina Wyoming 
No specific limitations on length of time assistance may be 
given within scope of State’s program_-______.___-_-.----- 32 States. 
Alaska Maine Oregon 
Arizona Maryland Pennsylvania 
California Minnesota Puerto Rico 
Connecticut Missouri Rhode Island 
Delaware Montana South Dakota 
District of Col- Nebraska Utah ! 
umbia New Hampshire Vermont ! 
Hawaii New Jersey Virgin Islands 
Illinois New York Washington 
Kansas ! North Carolina West Virginia 
Louisiana Oklahoma ? Wisconsin 


(3) Limitations on amount, duration, or both are unknown or de- 
pend upon local discretion; vary among the local units and 


may vary within the local unit__.........................- 15 States. 
Colorado Iowa Nevada 
Florida Kentucky North Dakota 
Georgia Massachusetts Ohio 
Idaho Michigan Tennessee 
Indiana Mississippi Texas 


' Limitations for assistance to nonresidents differ from those set for assistance to resident persons. 

2 Applies to long-term cases; short-term cases (persons temporarily incapacitated) limited to 3 months; 
‘‘disaster cases’’ receive one check only. 

3 State-supervised program but ‘‘substantial variation in local application of State policies." 
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Money payment to recipient generally used !___ _ 24 States. 
Alabama Hawaii Pennsylvania 
Alaska Louisiana Puerto Rico 
Arizona Maryland South Carolina 
Arkansas Massachusetts Utah 
Delaware Minnesota Virgin Islands 
District of Columbia Missouri Virginia 
Florida North Carolina Washington 
Georgia Oklahoma West Virginia 


Vendor payments to supplier of goods or services generally 


Oa. ate acakens Slenae ods Gils elitist ahdiebtins as Genin 10 States. 
Colorado Maine South Dakota 
Illinois Nevada Texas 
Indiana North Dakota Vermont 
Iowa 


Both money payment to recipient and vendor payment to 
supplier of goods or services are used, depending upon case 
decision which in some States is based on consistently applied 


policies and in others is at discretion of local officials_- 19 States. 
California Montana Ohio 
Connecticut Nebraska Oregon 
Idaho New Hampshire Rhode Island 
Kansas New Jersey Virgin Islands 
Kentucky New Mexico Wisconsin 
Michigan New York Wyoming 
Mississippi 


(2) Medical care: 
Money payment to recipient__ ----. -- 


Arkansas 


Delaware 


Vendor payment to supplier of goods and services 


._ 3 States. 
North Carolina 
_ 26 States. 


Alaska Minnesota South Dakota 
Colorado Montana Utah 
Connecticut New Jersey Vermont 
District of Columbia New York Virgin Islands 
Illinois North Dakota Virginia 
Kansas Ohio Washington 
Kentucky Oklahoma West Virginia 
Maine Oregon Wyoming 
Massachusetts Pennsylvania 


_ 5 States. 


South Carolina 


Both money payment and vendor payments used__-_- - 


Alabama 
Louisiana 


New Hampshire 
Rhode Island 


Medical care not paid for from general assistance funds, or 


ths; 


method of securing medical care for recipients of general 
assistance not specified as different from data given in 
“Ttem 17, Medical Care Only”’ 


19 States. 
Nevada 


Arizona Towa 

California Maryland New Mexico 
Florida Michigan Puerto Rico 
Georgia Mississippi Tennessee 
Idaho Missouri Texas 
Hawaii Nebraska Wisconsin 
Indiana 


! Occasionally in some States vendor payments, such as grocery orders or rent checks, are used to meet 
emergency needs or for aid to transients. 
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ITEM 





Type of program 


Most common 


uses 


Definition 


Residence 


¢ itizenship 


Employment and 


er ploy ability 


Property limita - 
tions 


Liens and 
recovery 


‘Other 





Standards of 
assistance 


-imitations on 
payment 


Method st 


payment 


State agency 


+ 





Administered 
through its offices. 


ar 


ice, 


ALABAMA 


CHARAC 


A. 





General Description 


TERISTIC 





by the State Department of Pensions and Security 


Because of limited State funds for assist - 
program is restricted to Temporary Aid and has maxi- 


mums both on money amount and length of time aid may be 

is limited assistance available from 
county funds to supplement the State Temporary Aid Program. 
Same agency administers the four public assistance programs. 


Rg) 


Short-time assistance to meet temporary need, 


emergency medical care. 


Families, 


ven. 


In addition there 


B. C onditions of Eligibility 


couples, 


eme rgenc y aid. 


and individuals in 





need of 





primarily for 


short-time 


Alabama resident at least six months before applic ation; excep 


tion made 


N 


o 


req 





ulrement, 


No requirement, 


4 Generally same as for AB, AD< = 


— 


eeergueestityierand eens 


No provision. 


for sick or disabled transient. 


“APTD « ategories. 


Mi ust not be eligible for O AA, AB, ADC, APTD either in his 


own right or in his right to be included in a budget in AB, 


A 


I 


FID, 


| same standards of assistance 
programs. 


rom 


Cc. 


State funds only: 


maximum monthly payment is $12. 
State residents may receive in any 12-months' period an 

amount not to exceed the maximum 
disabled transient given aid for | month within any 12-months' 
period, 


as for the AB, 


Standards of Assistance and Payment 


ADC, 


grant for 3 months; 


ADC, 


and APTD 


sick or 


Money payment from State funds to recipient for both m ainte - 


nance 
funds, 


usually for medical c 


State Department of Fensions and Security, which administers 
the Federally aided public assistance programs. 
trative responsibility for Temporary Aid program and super - 
| vising relationship to supplementation from 


items and 


medi 


cal care; 


may be supplemented from local 


Vendor payments also may be made from local funds, 
but sometimes for other items. 


D. 


are 


Administration 





Has adminis- 


local funds. 
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Alabama 

14. Local agency County offices of the State Department; 67. (In any one month 
only about one-half of the counties are likely to have one or 
more cases receiving this Temporary Aid. ) 

15. Financing | For administrative costs, State funds only. For assistance 
costs, State funds mainly, except in the few instances when 
local funds supplement State funds. 

16. Authority Code of Alabama, Title 49, Section 17 (7) (1) for State agency 
authority; Title 44, Sectfon 18, for local authority. 

E. Other Aid from Public Funds 

en > 

17. Medical care only | May apply to Department of Pensions and Security. If eligible 
according to standards of the agency, will receive aid to 

i | limited extent available. 
18. Burial County funds of county in which the death takes place. 





19. Aid to special 
groups 


20. 


Federal surplus 
food commodities 


No such funds available. 
} 


| Distributed to families and individuals in 20 counties (January 
1959); county and city governing bodies are responsible for 
employing local workers for the Commodity Distribution Pro- 
gram which is administered by the State Department of Pen- 

| sions and Security. 


note 
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January 1959 


ALASKA 





ITEM CHARACTERISTIC 


aid cetiljeceitie its 


A. General Description 





1. Type of program 


> 


2. Most common 
uses 


3. Definition 


4. Res idence 


5. Citizenship 


6. Employment and 
employability 


5 


7. Property limi- 
tations 


8. Liens and 
recovery 


9. Other 


— 


10. Standards of 
assistance 


| pending return to residence. 
—}--—. _ - _ 





General assistance is administered by the Alaska Department 
of Public Welfare through its local offices. It is limited to 
"non-native" persons, The same agency administers the three 
Federally-aided public assistance categories. The Bureau of 
Indian Affairs is responsible for assistance to persons classed 
as natives, i.e., one-fourth or more Indian, Eskimo, or Aleut. 





General assistance is used to meet need of any kind as pre - 
sented by an eligible individual, including foster care and 
transportation. It is also used to meet medical needs, includ- 
ing but not limited to hospitalization, nursing, and convalescent 
care, 





B. Conditions of Eligibility 


| Persons eligible for general assistance include families, with- 
out regard to the employability of members of the family, and 
non-family individuals if they are unemployable persons. 


Applicants must meet the State residence requirement of | year, 
except for emergency situations. Non-residents are aided only 





z No requirement. 
No requirement. 
None specified. 


State has claim on estate after death for assistance given. 


C. Standards of Assistance and Payment 


Same as for the OAA, AB, and ADC programs. 








ll. Limitations on 
payment 


eee 


Maximum payment of $80 per month per person for subsistence 
(food, clothing, shelter, fuel, utilities); no limitation on other 


items; no limitation on duration of assistance. 


12. Method of pay 
ment 


13. State agency 


14. Local agency 


For maintenance items, the most common method of payment 
is money payment to recipient. However vendor payments are 
made for all or any maintenance item in emergencies and where 
need for supervision exists, For medical care, vendor payment 
is the method of payment. 





D. Administration 


Alaska Department of Public Welfare administers the program. 





District offices (6) of the State Department of Public Welfare. 
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Alaska 








State funds only for assistance costs and administrative costs. 





SLA 1953 Ch. 110 as amended by Chapter 38, SLA 1955. 








persons whose income covers all costs except 
medical care apply to the Department of Public Welfare when 
in need of medical care. Financial need and inability to provide 
medical care from other sources are the factors governing 
eligibility. For persons classed as natives, the Bureau of 





General relief funds are used where the cost cannot be met 
from other sources; for "non-native" persons only. 





State funds for care of tuberculosis patients administered by 
the Alaska Department of Health; Fishermen's Relief adminis - 








15, Financing | 
16. Authority 
E. Other Aid from Public Funds 
17. Medical care ‘Non-native 
only 
| Indian Affairs is a resource. 
18. Burial 
19. Aid to special i 
groups 
tered by Department of Labor, 
+ 
20. Federal surplus | None used. 





food commodities 








18 


January 1959 


ITEM 


(a 


1. Type of program 


Most common 
uses 


> 


| 





GENERAL ASSISTANCE IN 


THE UNITED STATES 


ARIZONA 


CHARACTERISTIC 





A. General Description 





General assistance is administered by the State Department of 
Public Welfare through the 14 county offices; in effect in all 
counties uniformly but not on Indian reservations. Two pro- 
grams: (1) Aid to Disabled and (2) "Emergency Relief". 
(Characteristics of these two programs in subsequent entries 
are identified by these numbers.) The same agencies administer 
the three Federally-aided public assistance programs. 


(1) Response to any kind of need of an eligible individual. 

(2) Emergency situations pending receipt of categorical assist- 
ance, short-time assistance to meet temporary need, trans- 
portation of non-residents to place of legal residence. 





























—— — 4 — _ 
B. Conditions of Eligibility 
oe 

3. Definition (1) Aid to Disabled covers "either permanently or temporarily 
disabled, totally or partially"; families, couples, and non- 
family individuals eligible, but only if there is no employable 
person in the assistance group. 

(2) "Emergency Relief" covers dire emergency needs for em- 
ployables, persons or families. 

4. Residence (1) State residence requirement, statutory: "not less than 5 
years within 9 years, and continuously for not less than | 
year immediately preceding the date of application for as- 
sistance,’ 

(2) Non-residents: may be aided in emergency situations only 
and pending return to place of legal residence. Transients or 
migratory labor: aided only in emergency situations. 

5. Citizenship (1) Must be a citizen of United States or resident in United 


States for 15 years. 
y 
(2) Not applicable to emergency situations. 





6. Employment and 
employability 


7. Property limi- 
tations 


If employable, shall not refuse to accept employment available 


to him. 


(1) Limitations on property holdings generally the same as for 
OAA and AB. 
(2) None specified except that applicant must be "in dire need". 


No provisions. 











recovery ante = nnn ean mime = — 
9. Other None. 
C. Standards of Assistance and Payment 
10. Standards of Same as for OAA, AB, ADC. 


assistance 


™ 
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Arizona 
omens 7 : 
ll. Limitations on (1) Determined by amount of need with due regard to the amount 

payment of funds available, but may not exceed fifty> dollars per 


month, 
(2) None for "emergency relief" for "dire emergency needs"; 
governed by allocation made to counties each month. 








12. Method of Maintenance items: 
payment (1) Money payment to recipient, by warrant each month. 
(2) Disbursing orders to meet "ermergency needs . . . within the 


limits of county allocation. 
For medical care: None specified. 





D. Administration 







State Department of Public Welfare through its local county 
offices has administrative responsibility. 


13, State agency 








County offices of State Department of Public Welfare (14). Does 
not cover persons living on Indian reservations. 


14. Local agency 





15, Financing State funds only; assistance costs and administrative costs. 





16. Authority | Arizona Code Revised, 1955: Sec. 46-231 to 46-237. 





E. Other Aid from Public Funds 


only each county; receipt of and extent of such care varies consider- 
ably among the 14 counties. 


Of needy persons: by County Board of Supervisors except for 
recipients of OAA and AB. 


18. Burial 





17. Medical care = must apply to the County Board of Supervisors in 








19. Aid to special Assistance for dependents of persons with tuberculosis; admin- 
groups = by State Department of Public Welfare. 
20. Federal surplus | Distributed in all counties to families and individuals. Adminis - 


tered by State Department of Public Welfare. 


food commodities 








1 Effective September 1, 1959, the grand maximum for this program is a base maximum 
of $50, plus 10% of the unmet need to a total maximum grant of $80. 
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ARK ANSAS 


January 1959 








ITEM CHARACTERISTIC 


A. General Description 

— ein ' min 

1. Type of program General assistance is administered by the Arkansas Depart- 
ment of Public Welfare through its 75 county offices. It is in 
effect in all counties with essentially the same policies but is 
extremely limited in the number of recipients, amounts of pay- 
ment, and duration of assistance. The same State and local 
agencies administer the four public assistance programs. 
There is a special State Medical Care Only fund, separate from 
the general assistance program but also administered by the 
Department of Public Welfare. 





2. Most common To meet emergency situations pending receipt of categorical 


uses assistance, short-time assistance to meet temporary need, and 
transportation for medical care. This last is the largest item 
of expense. 





B. Conditions of Eligibility 









3. Definition 


Aid is available within the limitations of the program to persons 
in need without regard to family status and employability. 


4. Residence 














No State residence requirement or local residence requirement. 
However aid is given to non-residents only in emergency situa- 
tions. 


No requirement. 






Citizenship - 


6. Employment and 
employability 


No requirement. 











Generally the same as for the four Federally-aided public as- 
sistance programs. 


7. Property limi- 
tations 


8. Liens and 
recovery 


No provision for recovery. 

















9. Other None. 
C. Standards of Assistance and Payment 
10. Standards of The same standards of assistance are used for general assist- 
assistance ance as those current for the four public assistance programs. 
However, eligibility for State Medical Care Only at the Medical 
Center from the funds set aside by the State for this separate 
purpose is in more liberal terms than eligibility for the Fed- 
erally-aided public assistance programs. 
11. Limitations on Maximum on monthly payment is $20; aid given for no more than 
payment 2 months. The largest proportion of expenditures under the 
general assistance program is for transportation in order to 
receive medical care, bs 
12. Method of For maintenance items, money payments to the recipient is 
payment most commonly used, State Medical Care Only recipients may 
have transportation paid by vendor payment. For medical care, 
the method most commonly used is money payment to the reci- 





is pient. 


d 
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Arkansas 


D. Administration 









State agency Arkansas Department of Public Welfare has administrative re- 


sponsibility for the program of general assistance. 








Local agency County Department of Public Welfare (75). 

















15, Financing State funds only for assistance costs and administrative costs. 
16. Authority Arkansas Annotated Statutes 1947, Sec. 83-101 to 83-147. 
Medical Care Only: Arkansas A.S., Sec. 83-202, also cited as 
Act 115, 1937. 
E. Other Aid from Public Funds 
17, Medical care A person in need of medical care whose income covers all 


only costs except medical care applies to the county department of 
public welfare, Arkansas Annotated Statutes Sec. 83-202 in- 

cludes provisions for hospitalization of the indigent sick, sub- 
ject to specific limitations on length of time and cost per day. 

















18. Burial County pauper's fund. Under code sections relating to general 
assistance previously cited, cost of burial may be paid from 
general relief funds. 

19. - 


Aid to special 
groups 


Confederate Pensions to certain survivors of Confederate 
veterans, 





Distributed to families and individuals in 67 of the 75 counties. 
Administered by the State Department of Public Welfare. Par- 
ticipation is by request of the county judge. There are some 
seasonal variations in the number of counties participating in 
| this program. 


Federal surplus 
food commodities 
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ITEM 


1. Type of program 


Bs Most common 
uses 


- Definition 


4. Residence 


5. Citizenship 


6. Employment and 
employability 


7. Property limi- 
tations 


8. Liens and 
recovery 





9. Other 


10. Standards of 
assistance 


3. & imitations 
on payment — 








CALIFORNIA 


CHARACTERISTICS 


A. General Description 


General assistance is administered by the county welfare de - 
partment under the direction of the County Board of Supervisors. 
It is mandatory in all 58 counties, but the program differs in 
coverage and policies from county to county. The State Depart- 


‘ment of Social Welfare receives regular statistical reports 


from the counties and may be called upon to arbitrate disputes 
between counties about residence. Same agencies administer 
the four Federally-aided public assistance programs as State - 
supervised programs. 


Emergency situations pending receipt of categorical assistance, 
short-time assistance to meet temporary need, foster care, 
transportation, and long-term care of chronically ill indigent 
persons who do not meet requirements for one of the four Fed- 
erally-aided public assistance programs. 


B. Conditions of Eligibility 


Families, couples, or non-family individuals are eligible with- 
out regard to employability, except that in rural counties aid to 
employable persons varies with seasonal labor needs. 


State residence requirement of 3 years with intent to make the 
State one's home. Local residence requirement of | year imme- 
diately preceding application for assistance or is considered a 
resident of the county in which he was present longest during 
the State 3-year residence period. Aid given to non-residents 
and transients in emergency situations or pending return to 
place of residence. 


No require ment, 


Current registration with United States Employment Service is 
generally required. Assignment to a work project may also be 
required. 


Property ‘limitations are generally | narrower than those for the 
programs of Federally-aided public assistance. 


‘Reimbursement of assistance given may be assured by encum- 
brance of real property holdings or personal property holdings 
and assignment of cash or negotiable assets. Claim against any 
property acquired during the period of receipt of assistance and 
a claim on the estate after death. 


None. 





Cc, Standards of Assistance and Payment 


Standards | are similar to those of the ADC program but are less 
comprehensive in items covered in the budget and less in the 
amounts allowed for these items. In general the rural areas are 
less comprehensive in meeting need than are the urban areas. 


No limitation specified. 
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12. Method of 


payment 
| 


California 


Maintenance items: Both money payment to recipient and ven- 
dor payment. In many rural counties aid is given predominantly 
in kind; in Los Angeles aid is predominantly in cash. Counties 
use grocery orders, commissaries, and vendor payments for 
rent and utilities. 

Medical care: In most counties medical care is provided 


through the county hospital. 


D,. Administration 





13, State agency 





State Department of Social Welfare receives regular statistical 
reports from the counties and may be called upon to arbitrate 
disputes between counties concerning residence and the local 
responsibility for aid given to an indigent person, The decision 
of the Department in such disputes is final. The State agency 
may also "prescribe" the kind of records to be kept by the 
county departments of welfare. 





14. Local agency 


Socks 





County (58) through the county welfare departments under the 
administration of the county boards of supervisors. 





15. Financing 


4 
16. Authority | 
| 








17. Medical care 
only 


18. Burial [ 


- | 


19. Aid to special 
groups 


| 
j 





20. Federal surplus | 
food commodities 





ae 


L Code 2504 and 2506. 


Local funds only, assistance and administrative costs. 





Local authority is found in the Welfare and Institutions Code 
2500; authority for State agency is in Welfare and Institutions 





E. Other Aid from Public Funds 


Each county board of supervisors defines the term "medically 
indigent"; application is usually made through the county hos- 
pital or the county welfare department, 





County funds, administered by county welfare department or by 
county coroner. 








3ureau of Vocational Rehabilitation has subsistence funds avail- 
able for persons not assisted from other sources. Department 
of Mental Hygiene has funds for aiding parolees from mental 
institutions who are without sufficient means to provide for 
themselves. 





Distributed to families and individuals under the administration 
of the State Department of Education. Currently 24 counties are 
distributing such commodities, but distribution varies season- 
ally as well as among the counties. 
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COLORADO 
January 1959 
ITEM | CHARACTERISTIC 


meaniasnstensiiilndiiiitienicmmenaninnnsnsiarsti cneepaie 


A. General Description 











l. Type of program | General assistance is administered iesaliy- in the 63 counties by 
the county departments of public welfare under policies estab - 
lished by the county commissioners who have full discretion as 
to what needs shall be met from general assistance funds. The 
amount of county levy and what needs are met vary from county 
to county. The State Department exercises no administrative re - 
sponsibility for general assistance. In each county, the county 
department of public welfare, with the county commissioners act- 
ing as the County Board of Public Welfare, administers the four 


of the State Department of Public Welfare. 





2. Most common Counties vary in their use of general assistance funds. State- 
uses wide, more than 55% of all general assistance expenditures is 
{! for medical aceds. 





B. Conditions of Eligibility 


3. Definition 





Legal definition: “Every poor person who shall be unable to earn 
a livelihood in consequence of any bodily infirmity, idiocy, 
lunacy, or other unavoidable cause. '' The kinds of persons aided 
(family, non-family; employable, unemployable) will vary be- 
tween counties and sometimes within the same county. 





4. Residence Must have three years' residence in the state and six months’ 
residence in the county, except in cases of emergency or ex- 
treme necessity. Non-residents, transients, and migratory 


workers are included in such exception, if in extreme need. 









No requirement. 


Registration with United States Employment Service is required 
for employable persons. 


Citizenship 


6. Employment and 
employability 





7. Property limita- 
tions 


Amount and kind of property allowed vary from county to county. 





Counties may take liens and recover from estates for any gen- 
eral assistance given, but few counties do. 





8. Liens and 
recovery 


9. Other 





If relatives are able to contribute, they are legally required to 
support; but practice varies between counties, sometimes with- 
in the same county. 





C. Standards of Assistance and Payment 











10. Standards of | Too variable among local jurisdictions to classify; in general, 
assistance less comprehensive in items allowed and less in amounts than 
are standards for Federally-aided public assistance programs. 
Bi. Limitations on Policies and practices on amounts allowed and duration of time 
payment assistance given vary from county to county and possibly within 


the same e county. 





Federally-aided public assistance programs under the supervision 


Wt. 





































ty 
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Colorado 


Most commonly, disbursing orders or payments direct to vendors 
are used. Report of county expenditures shows that some counties 
used assistance in kind mainly and others used cash assistance 
almost entirely, except for hospitalization, medical care, burials, 
and county homes and hospitals. 















12. Method of 
payment 





D. Administration 


The State Department of Public Welfare by administrative action 
exercises no responsibility over the general assistance program. 


State agency 





14. Local agency The 63 county departments of public welfare administer general 
assistance under policies established by the County Board of 
Public Welfare, composed of the three County Commissioners 
(governing body of the county), who have full discretion regard- 


ing general assistance. 





County funds only; raised by ad valorem taxes. Amount of levy 
varies from county to county. 


Colorado Revised Statutes, 1953, Sec. 36-10-1 to 36-10-22. 


15, Financing 













16. Authority 





E. Other Aid from Public Funds 





17. Medical care Application is made to the county department of public welfare. 





only Usually only emergency hospitalization is granted from general 
assistance funds. 
18. Burial County funds may be used when no relative or the estate can pay 


for burial. There is provision for burial allowance in all cate- 
gories of public assistance, except Aid to Dependent Children. 












Aid to special 
groups 


Hospitalization for Tuberculosis and Aid to the Blind Treatment 
programs are financed from State and county funds, administered 
by county department under the supervision of the State agency. 






Distributed to families and individuals in 13 of the 63 counties. 
County departments of public welfare administer program under 
the supervision of the State agency. 


Federal surplus 
food commodities 
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CONNECTICUT 
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ITEM CHARACTERISTIC 


A. General Description 


1. Type of program 


General assistance is administered by 169 local political sub- 
divisions called "towns", which make monthly and quarterly 
statistical and financial reports to the Connecticut State Welfare 
Department. It is in effect in all towns but there are no uniform 
standards for eligibility, continued need, or amount of pay- 
ments, except for certain medical items, The State participates 
to the extent of 45% in town relief expenses exclusive of admin- 
istrative costs. (By statute, proportion will become 50% on and 
after July 1, 1959.) 








2. Most common General assistance is used to meet any kind of need presented 
uses by an eligible individual, including foster care and transporta- 
tion. 


B. Conditions of Eligibility 














Families, couples, and non-family individuals eligible without 
regard to employability if in need of assistance and otherwise 
eligible. 











4. Residence No State residence requirement. Financial responsibility for 
persons in need is allocated to the town in which the person re - 
sides or to which he belongs; but non-residents and transient 
persons are also aided if they are in need. Settlement law (4 
years) requires reimbursement by "town of settlement" to town 


iving assistance of "town share" of expenditures. 
R 8 P 


Citizenship 





No requirement, 


Some towns have used work relief and sorne towns require reg- 
istration with Connecticut State Employment Service. 


6. Employment and 
employability 





Limitations on real property are the same as those for the 
Federally-aided public assistance programs; limitations on 
other types of property are generally narrower than those for 
the public assistance programs. 


Statutory provisions for reimbursement of assistance by encum- 


7. Property limi- 
tations 











8. Liens and 


recovery brance of real property holdings, personal property holdings, 
assignment of cash or negotiable assets, and claim on estate 
after death of a recipient. 
9. Other 





C. Standards of Assistance and Payment 





10. Standards of Standards of assistance most commonly used are similar to 
assistance those of the public assistance programs but less comprehensive 
in items covered in the budget and in the amounts allowed for 
these items. In general the two largest cities have higher stand- 
ards than the smaller towns, particularly the 100 towns which 
are under 5, 000 population. 


ll. Limitations on No maximums specified on amounts or duration of assistance 
payment for maintenance items. Medical items subject to State fee 
schedule. 
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Connecticut 
12. Method of Maintenance items: Both money payment to recipient and ven- 
payment | dor payment are used. Many towns use grocery orders. Larger 


cities and medium-sized towns use more cash payments, but 
common to have vendor payment for rent, utilities, non-recur- 
ring items. 

Medical care: Most common method is the vendor method. 





D. Administration 


The Connecticut State Welfare Department has statutory re- 
sponsibility to receive monthly and quarterly statistical and 
financial reports from each of the 169 towns covering cases, 
persons, and costs, and reimburses legal proportion of assist- 
ance costs. 






13. State agency 


Towns (169) administered by the First Selectman or Local Wel- 
fare Head. The four Federally-aided public assistance programs 
are administered separately. 





Combination of State and local funds for assistance costs. Re- 
imbursement by State is on a flat percent basis. Local funds for 
administrative costs, 


Financing 


16. Authority Connecticut General Statutes, 1958 revision, Ch. 308 Part II for 
State agency authority; and Ch. 307 Settlement; Ch. 308 Parts Il, 
} Il, Il, Support, for authority of local subdivision of govern- 


























ment. 
E. Other Aid from Public Funds 
17. Medical care Applies to Selectmen or town welfare agency. "Need" as deter- 
only mined by local official governs receipt of aid. 
crs setisiaiaaialige Dntcetinittenninmlenstl : a Alcantara a 
18. Burial By town funds through whatever agency is administering general 
assistance. 
——_______-_____+ 7 = = esc - 
19. Aid to special Interest on State Soldier's, Sailor's, and Marine's fund, ad- 
groups ministered by the fund administrator through local American 


Legion Service offices, is available for temporarily needy 
veterans of all wars. Fund is derived from 1/6 of cigarette tax 
revenues. 


20, Federal surplus T Distributed to families and individuals in two or three medium- 
food commodities sized towns. Purchasing Division of the State Department of 
| Finance and Control administers this program. 












Nw 
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DELAWARE 
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ITEM CHARACTERISTIC 


A. General Description 










Type of program General assistance is a State-wide program administered by 


the Department of Public Welfare through its local offices. 





Most common General assistance is used to meet any kind of need as presented 
















































uses by an eligible individual. 
B. Conditions of Eligibility 

3. Definition Any needy person is eligible without regard to family status or 
employability. 

4. Residence State residence requirement of | year. However non-residents 
may be aided pending plans for return to the place of legal resi- 
dence, and immediate assistance may be given to eligible non- 
residents from states with which Delaware has reciprocal 
agreements or understandings. 

5. Citizenship No requirement. 

6. Employment and Require current registration with the United States Employment 

employability Service or assignment to a work project. 

7. Property limi- Limitations on property holdings are generally the same as for 

tations the OAA, ADC, and APTD programs. 

8. Liens and No requirements. 

recovery 

9. Other None specified. 

C. Standards of Assistance and Payment 

10. Standards of The standards of assistance for general assistance are the same 

assistance as for the OAA, ADC, and APTD programs, 

11. Limitations on Administrative maximum on general assistance is $50 a month 

payment for one person, varying by unit composition to maximum of $150 
per month. No maximum on the duration of assistance. 

12. Method of Money payment to recipient for both maintenance items and Fa 

payment medical care. 
D. Administration 
13. State agency Department of Public Welfare has administrative responsibility 
for the general assistance program. 
14. Local agency County offices of the State agency (3). 
15. Financing A combination of State and local funds is used both for adminis - 


trative costs and for assistance costs. Costs for caseloads in 
each county are shared fifty-fifty State funds and county funds in 
accordance with Title 31, Ch. 5, Sec. 513 (c), Delaware Code. 


Authority Delaware Code, Title 31, Ch. 5, Sec. 503 (a), 504 (4), and 511. 
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Delaware 





E. Other Aid from Public Funds 

















Medical care 
only 


Hospitalization only, provided by county governments for in- 
digent persons. 









Costs of burial are paid by the county and apportioned on same 
basis as other costs of general assistance. Statute provides 
that "an indigent person's remains may be buried at public ex- 
pense on order of the Department or any member thereof but 
in no case shall the expense of the burial exceed $100." 










Aid to special None. 


groups 





Federal surplus Not distributed to families and individuals in this State.’ 


food commodities 


: Beginning in May, 1959, commodities distributed to families and individuals throughout 
the State, Administered by Delaware National Guard. Eligibility certified by State De- 
partment of Public Welfare. 
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1. Type of program 


> 


ITEM 


Most common 


3. 


4. 


Definition 


Residence 
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THE UNITED STATES 


DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 


CHARACTERIST Ik 


A. General Description 


Program for unemployable persons who are not eligible for the 
four Federally-aided programs of public assistance; adminis - 
tered by the City-State agency of the District of Columbia. 


Response to any kind of need as presented by an eligible indi- 
vidual. 


B. Conditions of Eligibility 


Families, couples, or non-family individuals are eligible if the 
head of the household is unemployable. In case of continued 
absence of the husband, the wife is considered head of the 
household, However, funds may be used to supplement the in- 
adequate earnings of a family whose children had been removed 
by court action and could not be returned without financial 
assistance. 


Must meet residence requirement of one year immediately pre- 







































































ceding application; aid to non-residents only pending return to 
place of residence; transients or migratory labor not eligible. 
5. Citizenship No requirement, 
6. Employment and Must be unemployable; no other employment or work test re- 
employability quired. 
7. Property limi- No provisions specified on property holdings. 
tations 
8. Liens and No requirement. 
recovery 
9. Other May not be eligible for OAA, AB, ADC, or APTD. 
C. Standards of Assistance and Payment 
10. Standards of Standards of assistance are same as for the Federally-aided 
assistance programs. a 
11, Limitations on No limitations on amount or extent of aid specified. 
payment ‘ton 
12. Method of For maintenance items: money payment to recipient generally, 
payment although vendor payments are used for chronic alcoholics or 
made in behalf of parolees from mental institutions. 
For medical care: vendor method of payment. 
D. Administration 
13. State agency Department of Public Welfare has full administrative responsi - 
bility for the program. Same agency administers the four 
Federally-aided public assistance programs. 
14. Local agenc y Inapplicable. ia). 54 14), aod 
15. Financing Assistance and administration: funds of the District of Columbia. 
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16. Authority 


17. Medical care 





District of Columbia 


ree - 

| Authority derives from the Annual Appropriation Act (PL 85- 
61); there is no specific general assistance statute. 

. rs i 


E. Other Aid from Public Funds 


A person in need of medical care only may apply to the D. C. 





only Department of Public Health and receive aid if his income is 
below the Commissioners' income Scale. If the income is above 
this scale, person must apply to Hospital Service Agency (local 
voluntary organization). 
a allie : aos annals cattle lptrtedietsitasntmserlntiinicinaiimmes 
18. Burial An indigent person who dies within the District of Columbia, or 
an indigent D. C. resident who dies elsewhere, may have costs 
of burial up to $300 paid from General Assistance funds upon 
authorization of Department of Public Welfare. 
19. Aid to special T None. 
groups 





20. Federal surplus 
food commodities 








4 : 
Distributed regularly to all public assistance and general as- 


sistance recipients and all local applicants with income and 
resources below public assistance standard; administered by 
the Surplus Food Division, Department of Public Welfare. 





48430 O—59——3 
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ITEM CHARACTERISTIC 


A. General Description 


1. Type of program T There is no State-wide law covering general assistance; indi- 
vidual or groups of counties or cities have State laws authoriz- 
| ing them to provide general assistance but applicable only to 
the local jurisdiction identified in the statute. The result is 
many different types of general assistance programs among the 
counties and cities administering it. The majority of counties 
give little or no general assistance, although a few have sub- 
stantial programs. At present there is some provision for 
general assistance either by the county or by the cities in 66 of 
the 67 counties of the State. No reporting to any central agency 
of the State. Counties do not administer the Federally-aided 
public assistance programs. 


2. Most common Uses vary among the localities, but usually assistance is pro- 
uses vided in emergency situations such as arise from illness or 
loss of employment. A few counties supplement payments given 

under one of the Federally-aided public assistance programs 


when there is some special unmet need. 
—i. — — — 


B. Conditions of Eligibility 








3. Definition Varies among counties and cities; may vary within a locality 
according to availability of funds. 


4. Residence Usually must be a resident of the community for 6 months and a 
resident of the State for one year; many exceptions are made for 
emergency aid. 






































Citizenship No requirements known to State agency. 
6. Employment and t No requirements known to the State agency. 
employability 
7. Property limi- | Persons who have any kind of resources seldom receive any 
tations | assistance. 
8. Liens and Some areas require recipient to give a lien on any property he 
recovery may own or acquire; the amount of aid he receives is recorded 
with the county clerk to be collected at the death of the recipient. 
9. Other L No other requirements known to State agency. 
C. Standards of Assistance and Pastaeut 
10. Standards of In 26 counties there are no standards for general assistance; in 
assistance the other local jurisdictions which administer general assist- 
ance, the standards are too variable to classify. 
11. Limitations on | Local limitations on amount of aid or duration are too variable 
payment | to classify. : 
a2. Method of ee. Usually money payment to the recipient; in some counties ; the 
payment County Commissioners eve food orders. 





a - —— 
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Florida 


D. Administration 





13, State agency No State agency responsibility for general assistance. State 
Department of Public Welfare administers the four Federally- 
| aided public assistance programs. 


14. Local agency Usually administered by the local County Commissioners in the 
smaller counties; larger counties and cities have county and 
city welfare departments. (These do not administer the Fed- 
erally-aided public assistance programs.) In a few areas the 
State Department of Public Welfare workers are asked by the 
local County Commissioners to certify to the need of a person 
who has applied for help. In a few counties public funds are 
given to such volunteer agencies as Associated Charities and 
Negro Welfare League to be used for general assistance. At 
present 95 counties and cities are providing some degree of 
general assistance; the number may vary from time to time. 








15, Financing Local funds only, assistance and administration. In some coun- 
ties funds are limited by a statutory maximum on the mills 
which can be levied for welfare purposes; in others, general 
assistance funds form an item of the regular budget; in many 

small counties and cities a general operating account for health 

and welfare activities is drawn on for aid to persons in need. 





16. Authority No State-wide statute. Upon the application of a county or city, 
the Legislature may enact a State law permitting that jurisdic- 
tion to provide general assistance. 





E. Other Aid from Public Funds 





17. Medical care Indigent persons may apply to the local units of the State Board 
only of Health for certain types of medical care. In a few counties 

and cities, local clinics and county hospitals provide medical 

care and drugs to needy persons. 













Usually payments come from the same fund as general assist- 
ance; made when no other person or organization will assume 
responsibility. 


18. Burial 





Pensions to widows of Confederate Veterans; administered by 
State Board of Pensions. 


19. Aid to special 
groups 





Distributed only in case of disaster or emergency, e.g., to meet 
needs of migrant workers in 1957-58 who became unemployed 

because of cold weather and heavy rains. Administered by Com- 
modity Division of State Department of Public Welfare. 








Federal surplus 
food commodities 
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ITEM CHARACTERISTIC 





A. General Description 




















Responsibility for general assistance is placed on county gov- 
ernments (159). In most counties the availability of general 
assistance is very inadequate and in a few counties no general 
assistance is given because of lack of funds. (For the fiscal 
year ended June 30, 1958, 18 counties out of 159 made provi- 
sions for general assistance but expended no money, and 22 
counties definitely made no provision for general assistance 
expenditures.) A few cities provide general assistance funds 
for residents of the city. The four Federally-aided public 
assistance programs are administered by county departments 
of public welfare under the supervision of the State Department 
of Public Welfare. 


Type of program 


2. Most common Emergency situations pending receipt of Federally-aided public 
uses assistance; under specified conditions, assistance to meet con- 
tinuing need of persons not recipients of Federally-aided public 

| assistance; and short-time assistance to meet temporary need. 








B. Conditions of Eligibility 





3. Definition For purposes of general assistance ''a needy person" is a pauper. 
Aid may be given to families with children, to couples, or to 
single persons, but the most common pattern would limit assist- 
ance to units with no employable member. In the 6 urban counties 


a person need not be completely destitute to receive general 
assistance, 





4. Residence Usually must be local residents. However, assistance for tran- 
sients, including migratory workers, is available to some extent 
in the 6 urban counties. In the more rural counties it is probably 
available only in cases of emergency. 








5. Citizenship No requirement. 











No specific requirement but assistance generally given only to 
unemployable persons. 


6. Employment and 
employability 














Conditions vary from county to county regarding property hold- 
ings. There is no set pattern, 


Property limi- 
tations 





Liens and re- No provisions for lien or recovery. 


covery 


9. Other 


C. Standards of Assistance and Payment 


In 6 urban counties the standards of assistance are generally the 

same as for the four Federally-aided public assistance programs. 
In the other 153 counties the standards of assistance are too var- 
iable among local jurisdictions to classify. 


10. Standards of 


assistance 





11. Limitations on 
payment 


No specific limitations on amount or duration of general assist- 
ance except as result of limited appropriations. 









12. Method of pay- Money payment to recipient; but varies from county to county. 


ment 
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Georgia 


D. Administration 





13. 


14, 


State agency 


Local agency 


] No administrative or Supervisory authority exercised by a State 


agency. 


County (159) through the county governing board; not available in 
all counties. Administration varies: In 47 counties, control in 
the determination of eligibility and in the disbursement of county 
general assistance funds has been delegated to the county depart- 
ment of public welfare which administers the four public assist- 
ance programs. In 8 counties, the county board has designated 
the county department of public welfare as agency to determine 
eligibility for general assistance but has kept partial control in 
the disbursement of funds. In 82 counties, the county governing 
board may use the services of the county department of public 
welfare to some extent. In the remaining 22 counties, no provi- 


sion was made for general assistance in the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 1958. 





iS. 


Financing 





Local funds entirely. Statute provides "the Ordinary" or other 

authority empowered to levy taxes is authorized to levy for sup- 
port of paupers of the county a tax not in excess of 1-1/2 mills. 
In a number of instances cities or townships appropriate money 


| for general assistance. No State funds available. 





16, 


Authority 





l Code of Georgia Annotated, 92-3715. 


E. Other Aid from Public Funds 





17. 


Medical care 
only 


] Medical care is considered to be a county government respon- 


sibility. A person needing medical care applies to the local hos- 
pital with which the county commissioners have made an agree- 
ment; or if there is no such local hospital, the person needing 
medical care applies directly to the county commissioners. 





18. 
19. 





Burial 


Through county fund for care of paupers. 





Aid to special 
groups 


Federal surplus 
food commodities 


Confederate pensions paid to widows of Confederate veterans; 
approximately 110 pensioners. 


Distributed to families and individuals in 23 of the 159 counties. 
The program varies from time to time based upon the need for 
commodities in the individual local county. Program is admin- 
istered by the State Department of Education. 
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ITEM CHARACTERISTIC 


A. General Description 





State-wide program administered by the Department of Publi« 
Welfare through its four county offices; in effect in all subdivi- 
sions without any difference in coverage or policies. Same 
agency administers the four Federally-aided public assistance 
programs. 


1. Type of program 



















Most common 


tv 


Response to any kind of need presented by an eligible individual. 


mnsinn sutipndhapuienesnyangeneeaastaneestineremnpeaiel 


B. Conditions of Eligibility 


Ba “Definition 


Families, couples, or single persons if there is no employable _ 
person in the assistance group. 





4. Residence No requirement for initial eligibility. However, non-residents 
are returned to place of legal residence upon authorization of 
the State on the basis of having a resource in the State to which 


they are returning. 


5. Citizenship No requirement. 





Recipients are required to register at employment office regu- 
larly and to report for work on a required Territorial or 
County project. Able-bodied father of dependent family must 
accept assignment to a work project; if father not able-bodied, 
mother or adult son or daughter may be assigned. 


“6. Employme nt and 
employability 


7. Property limi- 
tations 


Limitations on property holdings are generally the same as for 
the Federally-aided public assistance programs. 


No provision for encumbrance of property, but claim against 
estate after death. 


8. Liens and 
recovery 


Must not be eligible for OAA, AB, ADC, APTD, 


C. Standards of Assistance and Payment 





10. Standards of Standards of assistance are the same as for the four Federally- 





assistance aided public assistance programs. 
ll. Limitations on No maximums on amount or limitations on duration of assist- 
payment ance specified. 





12. Method of For maintenance items, money payment is generally used. 
payment Vendor payments may be made to meet emergent need ona 

| temporary basis or continual need of recipients determined to 

| be incompetent to handle cash. 





D. Administration 






13. State agency Hawaii Department of Fublic Welfare has administrative re- 


sponsibility for the general assistance program. 


County offices of the Department (4); program mandatory and in 
effect in all counties. 


14. Local agency 








State funds only, assistance and administrative costs. 


15. Financing 
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Hawaii 
16. Authority Public Welfare Laws, Territory of Hawaii; Title 14, Chapter 
108, Part Il, Specific Provisions Covering Public Assistance 
L and Child Welfare Services - 108-14, 
E, Other Aid from Public Funds 
17. Medical care | Application made to the County Health Department. Actual or 
only negotiable resources preclude county medical care if resources 
can cover medical needs. 
18. Burial County responsibility; provided when there is no other resource. 
19, Aid to special None. 
groups 
20. Federal surplus No surplus commodities distributed in the Territory. 


food commodities 
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SS 


ITEM CHARACTERISTIC 


A. General Description 








1. Type of program General assistance is administered by the 44 counties under 

the direction of the County Commissioners. Eligibility, cover- 
age, and amount of assistance varies from county to county. A 
county may make a formal agreement with the State Department 
of Public Assistance to administer general assistance directly, 
with some financial control by the county. Two counties have 
such agreements. The four Federally-aided public assistance 
programs are administered by the State Department of Public 
Assistance through its 28 local offices. 


General assistance is used to meet need for which there exists 





2. Most common 





















































uses no other resource. Medical care is the principal service. 
B. Conditions of Eligibility 
- 

3. Definition Families and non-family individuals are aided without regard 
to their employability; however the granting of aid depends upon 
the judgment of the County Commissioners as to whether the 
person in need "would suffer if not aided by the county." 

4. Residence Must have 1 ‘year of residence in State and 6 months in county 
except in cases of emergency or extreme necessity; non-resi- 
dents, transients, and migratory workers are included in such 
exceptions if in extreme need. 

5. Citizenship No requirement, 

+ iitesee 

6. Employment and No requirement. 

employability 

7. Property limi- No requirement specified except that person must be indigent. 

tations 

8. Liens and No provisions for lien or recovery. 

recovery ne 
9. Other None specified, 
C. Standards of Assistance and Payment 
10. Standards of No standards for general assistance, General opinion is that 
assistance the assistance given is less comprehensive in items included 
and in the amounts than the public assistance given in the Fed- 
erally-aided programs. 
ll. Limitations on No limitations specified. 
payment 
12. Method of Both money payment to recipient and vendor payments are used. 
payment 
D. Administration 
13. State agency Two counties have entered into agreements with the State De- 


partment of Public Assistance whereby that Department admin- 
isters general assistance. In most of the other 42 counties, 
State eligibility services are provided informally. 
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Idaho 


14 Local agency Directly administered by local elected officials (the County 

| Commissioner) in 41] counties. In one county, the responsibility 
has been delegated by the county officials to the City Welfare 
Bureau; in 2 counties the local office of the State Department 

of Public Assistance administers general assistance under a 
formal agreement between the county officials and the State 
Department, 











15. Financing T Local funds only. Counties may levy ad valorem tax for "'care 
of the poor" not to exceed 4 mills per $1.00 of assessed valua- 
tion, + 

16. Authority Idaho Code, Chapter 34, County Poor Relief, Sec. 31-3401, 


3404, 05, 06, 07, 08; also Chapter 2, Public Assistance Law, 
Sec. 56-201, 202, 217 for State Department of Public Assist- 
| ance authority. 








E. Other Aid from Public Funds 












Provided through the general assistance program of the 
counties. 


17. Medical care 
only 








County funds from funds for "'care of the poor". See Item 15 
above. 


Burial 


Aid to special Veterans Welfare Commission. 


groups 





20, Federal surplus Not distributed to families and individuals. 


food commodities 





1 
1959 legislation increased this limit from 4 mills to 5 mills. 
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Type of program 


Most common 
uses 


Definition 


Residence 


Citizenship 


Employment and 





employability 


Property limi- 
tations 


Liens and 
recovery 


Other 


Standards of 
assistance 











ILLINOIS 





CHARACTERISTIC 





A. General Description 


Administered by local governmental units (1, 455; of which 2 
are cities, 17 are counties, and the remaining 1, 436 are town- 
ships) as required by statute. A small number (80 to 100) are 
periodically under State supervision by reason of receipt of 
supplemental State funds. In these units the standards and 
policies are generally consistent; in the others, policies and 
standards are established locally and may vary even within a 
county. The four Federally-aided public assistance programs 
are administered by the Illinois Public Aid Commission through 
its 102 county offices. 


(1) In State-supervised units: response to need of any type pre- 
sented by an eligible individual, including foster care and 
transportation. 

(2) Im locally financed units: short time assistance to meet 
temporary need, 


B. Conditions of Eligibility 


In both types of programs, any needy person is eligible (fami- 
lies, couples, or non-family individuals) without regard to 
employability if "for unavoidable causes" he or his family is 
"unable to maintain a decent and healthful standard of living. "' 


Must meet State residence requirement of one year, with 6 
months' residence in local unit. However, non-residents may 
be aided pending return to their place of legal residence. 


No citizenship requirement, 


Both programs: Current registration with Illinois State Em- 
ployment Service required of all adults. 


Consideration of income and resources more restrictive than 
for categories, both programs. In locally financed units, the 
only property exempt from consideration as a resource for 
support is real estate occupied as homestead and life insurance 
policies with face value of $500 or less per member. 





No provision. 


Must not be eligible for OAA, AB, ADC, APTD except that aid 
may be given in emergency situations pending receipt of Fed- 
erally-aided public assistance. 


C. Standards of Assistance and Payment 





For State -supervised local units, standards of assistance are 
same as OAA, ADC, For locally administered programs, the 
standards of assistance are too variable among local units to 
classify. 





Limitations on 
payment 






No maximums on amount or duration of assistance. 
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12. Method of 
payment 


Illinois 





Maintenance items: Money payment to recipient is used in 3 
local governmental units, including city of Chicago; all other 
units use venaor payments for rent and utilities and disbursing 


orders for food and clothing. 


payment. 


D. Administration 





13, State agency 


14, Local agency 


15, Financing 





Illinois Public Aid Commission supervises the local political 
subdivisions that receive State funds to supplement local funds. 
(Compare Item 1 above. ) 


Local general assistance agency, completely separate from 
agency administering OAA, AB, ADC, and APTD, has no duties 
other than general assistance. Where administration is by 
locally elected officials such as Township Supervisors, 

the administrator does have other duties. In 17 Commission 
Counties, Board of Commissioners appoints a Supervisor 

of General Assistance who has no other duties. In Chicago, 
general assistance is administered by the Cook County 
Department of Welfare. 


State -supported program: Combination of State and local funds 
for assistance costs and administrative costs, with State funds 
allocated as needed to supplement local funds if local unit has 
made a qualifying minimum levy of 1 mill per dollar of all tax- 
able property. In all localities, local funds limited to 1 1/2 
mills per dollar of all taxable property. 





16. Authority 


Illinois Revised Statutes, Chapter 23, Public Assistance Code: 
Local - par. 403, Sec. 4-3; Par. 408, Sec. 4-8; Par. 409, Sec. 
4-9; Par. 410, Sec. 4-10. 

State agency - Par. 425, Sec. 4-25, 4-26, 4-27, and 4-28. 











17. Medical care 
only 


E. Other Aid from Public Funds 


Applicant applies to local political subdivision for "Aid to the 
Medically Indigent Program"; eligibility determined by apply- 
ing applicant's income for | year against needs for same period 
based on local unit's assistance standard. (IRS, Ch. 23, Sec. 
4-14.) 





18. Burial 


Local governmental General Assistance unit is responsible; 
maximum of $150. 





19. Aid to special 
groups 


In counties having two or more service or veterans organiza- 
tions, Boards of Supervisors may establish a Veterans Assist- 
ance Commission; funds from maximum county levy of 3/10 
mill, State funds to supplement if levy is at least 2/10 mill; 14 
counties have established such, only two currently active, 





20. Federal surplus 
food commodities 





Distributed to families and individuals in 26 of the 101 counties 
of the State which have highest percentage of unemployment. 
(Excludes Cook County and Chicago. ) Administered by Illinois 
Public Aid Commission. 











42 GENERAL ASSISTANCE IN THE UNITED STATES 


INDIANA 


January 1959 








CHARACTERISTIC 





A. General Description 






















General assistance, referred to as “township poor relief", is 
administered through 1, 009 townships to eligible individuals 
and is in effect in all townships. The content of the program 
varies from one locality to another. The locally elected official 
in charge, the Township Trustee, has other duties as well as 
being "Overseer of the Poor", but he has no jurisdiction over 
the OAA, AB, or ADC program, (State has no APTD program. ) 
No State agency jurisdiction over general assistance. The Fed- 
erally-aided public assistance programs are administered by 
the county department of public welfare (92) under the supervi- 
sion of the State Department of Public Welfare. 


1. Type of program 


2. Most common Assistance to emergency resident and non-resident cases and 
uses L to long time disability cases. 


B. Conditions of Eligibility 





A needy person is one who purports to be poor and in distress, 
has no relatives living in the township able to assist him, and 
who, if employable, is endeavoring to but is unable to find 
employment. Families with children, couples, and single per - 
sons are aided if they meet the general conditions of eligibility. 


3. Definition 


General assistance is available to non-residents, transients, 
and migratory workers as well as persons with State and local 
residence. 


4. Residence 


No requirement, 





Citizenship 


If able to accept employment, the person must be endeavoring 
to, but unable to, find employment. 





6. Employment and 
employability 










7. Property limi- None specified. 











tations 

8. Liens and None specified. 
recovery 

9. Other None specified. 





C. Standards of Assistance and Payment 






10. Standards of No standards for general assistance. 


assistance 









It is not known what limitations exist on the maximum amount 
of payment allowed or on the duration of assistance given either 
in policy or in practice. 


Limitations on 
payment 








All assistance is by a "poor relief order" to a vendor who sub- 


Method of 
mits it to the county auditor for payment out of township poor 











payment 
relief funds. 
D. Administration 
13, State agency No administrative or supervisory authority exercised by a 
State agency. 
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Local agency Township. Poor relief is solely the responsibility of the town- 
ship trustee, a locally elected official who has other official 
duties besides being overseer of the poor. He has no jurisdic- 
tion over the Federally-aided public assistance programs. How- 
ever, in each county, one of the five Welfare Board members 
must be a Township Trustee. There are 1, 009 townships and 
under the statute “every township must provide aid. "' 








Financing Local funds only, assistance and administrative costs. Tax for 
the payment of poor relief expenses may be levied by the town- 
ship trustee and the advisory board of the township for use of 
the township. Advancements against estimated levies may be 
made from the general fund of the county in which the township 
is located. State funds may not be called upon to supplement 
local levies. 








18, 


19, 


20. Federal surplus 


Aid to special 


Authority Indiana Acts 1935, Township Poor Relief Act, Ch. 116, as 
amended by Ch. 44, Acts 1939; Ch. 190, Acts 1941; Ch. 244, 
Acts 1947; Ch. 270, Acts 1951; Ch. 281, Acts 1955; and Ch. 

267, Acts 1957. 





E. Other Aid from Public Funds 


Application made to township trustee for medical care other 
than hospitalization. Hospital care is usually provided by the 
county department of public welfare. 


Medical care 
only 


pl 





Burial Township trustee from Township Poor Relief Funds; except that 
for recipients of OAA and BA, these expenses are paid from 
welfare funds administered by county departments of public 


welfare. 


None specified. 


diigeallabacie 


groups 


Distributed to families and to individuals if such individuals 
have cooking facilities. Situation varies among counties be- 
cause the township trustee may or may not participate. Cur- 
rently about 75% of the ‘counties have one or more townships 
| participating in the program. Seasonal variations. Adminis- 
tered by the State Department of Public Instruction - com- 
modity section. 


food commodities 


——+ 


Lie 
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CHARACTERISTIC 





A. General Description 







General assistance is administered by the 99 counties. Cri- 
teria of eligibility, amount of aid given, and duration of aid 
vary among the counties and may not be consistent within a 
county. In about two-thirds of the counties, the governing board 
of the county (Board of Supervisors) delegates the responsibil - 
ity for the program to the County Department of Social Welfare 
which administers the Federally-aided assistance programs of 
OAA, AB, and ADC under the supervision of the State Depart- 
ment of Social Welfare. In about one-third of the counties the 
responsibility is given to an "Overseer of the Poor" who usually 
has no other responsibility than general assistance. 


1. Type of program 








2. Most common Generally used for emergency situations such as to meet need 
uses pending receiving of categorical public assistance, short-time 
assistance to meet temporary need, emergency medical care; 

also used for foster care of children, 





B. Conditions of Eligibility 





Families or non-family individuals who have no property and 
are unemployable; persons "with some means" may be aided if" 
in the opinion of the board such aid will be to the best interest 
of the person and of the public. In many counties, unemployed 
farm laborers are given aid only during months when no work is 
available in agriculture. 


3. Definition 





Usually 2 years local residence requirement’; for non-resi- 
dents, emergency aid may be given to a very limited extent 
while efforts are made to secure aid from the State where they 
have legal residence; assistance to transients and migratory 
workers is given in some of the more metropolitan areas. 


4. Residence 


w 


Citizenshi No requirement, 
P q 





Generally unemployable, except for emergency or seasonal aid 
to persons who cannot find work; some more urban counties re- 


quire registration with USES. 


6. Employment and 
employability 


Limitations on property would be more restrictive than those 

for OAA. 

County may recover amount expended (1) from legally respon- 
sible relatives, (2) from the person himself within two years 


7. Property limi- 
tations 


8. Liens and 


recovery 
after he becomes able to repay such amounts, or (3) from es- 
tate of the person by filing claim as provided in statute. 

9. Other None specified. 





C. Standards of Assistance and Payment 








10. Standards of There are no standards for general assistance. 
assistance 


LETTS 
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Iowa 
11, Limitations on Usually given on a temporary basis; limitations on amount and 
payment duration vary among the counties. 
12. Method of Authorization to local merchant for groceries, fuel, clothing; 
payment some counties give ''a substantial amount of cash orders." De- 


13. 





15. 


17. 





18. 
19, 


20. 


termination is on individual basis by the individual counties. 


D. Administration 








State agency No State agency responsibility for general assistance. (Fed- 
erally-aided public assistance programs are classified as 
State -supervised. ) 








Local agency County Board of Supervisors in 99 counties; in one-third, re- 
sponsibility is placed by them on an "Overseer of the Poor"; in 
the other two-thirds the responsibility is delegated to a county - 
appointed Board of Sacial Welfare which, under the supervision 
of the State Department of Social Welfare, also administers the 
programs of OAA, AB, and ADC. 


Financing T County poor tax, levy limited to 1-1/2 mills; if this amount is 
insufficient, the county may levy an additional 3 mills with the 
approval of the State comptroller. (A State Emergency Relief 
Fund is set up by statute, under the administration of the State 
Department of Social Welfare, to provide additional funds at the 
| request of the counties but there are no State appropriations to 

















this fund, ) 
Authority lowa Code Annotated, 1949, and 1958 Cumulative Pocket Supple - 
ment, Chapter 252, Support of the Poor. 
— dhennsson 
E. Other Aid from Public Funds 
Medical care May apply for hospitalization at the State hospital at lowa City, 
only the only requirement is that he be unable to pay for this care 


himself, Otherwise, person must meet eligibility requirements 
of general assistance for county aid, 





Burial County funds. 
Aid to special Veterans Relief Program, for needy veterans; administered by 
groups a County Soldiers Relief Commission, accountable to the County 


Board of Supervisors; financed by tax levy at county level; op- 
erates for veterans in same manner as general assistance does 
for non-veterans. 


Federal surplus Administered by State Department of Social Welfare, distributed 
food commodities to families and individuals in the 70 counties which choose to 


participate. Some counties cease distribution during summer 
months. 


* Legislation effective July 4, 1959, changes the 2-year local residence requirement to 


l year, 











46 GENERAL ASSISTANCE IN THE UNITED STATES 


KANSAS 


January 1959 


ITEM CHARACTERISTIC 


A. General Description 


Program administered by the county department of social wel - 
fare in 105 counties, under the supervision of the State Depart- 
ment of Social Welfare, Same agencies administer the four 
Federally-aided public assistance programs in a similar rela- 
tionship. Program is mandatory and in effect in all subdivi- 
sions; standards of assistance are considered maximums which 
"may be abridged to meet local financial conditions. "' 


1. Type of program 
























2. Most common 
uses 


Used to meet any type of need presented by an eligible individ-— 
ual, including foster care. 





B. Conditions of Eligibility 





3. Definition Families and non-family individuals are eligible if need exists. 








4. Residence State residence requirement of 5 years out of the last 9 years 
with the last year continuous; however the requirements may be 
waived totally or in part for certain veterans and dependents of 
veterans. Exceptions are also made for aid to non-residents 
for a period fot to exceed 60 days and for transients or migra- 


| tory labor up to 30 days. 
~+-- LS 
No requirement, 





5. Citizenship 








No requirement. Employment is regarded as a resource if em- 
ployment opportunity exists. 


6. Employme nt and 
employability 





Generally more narrow than those for the three Federally-aided 
public assistance programs for adults. 


7. Property limi- 
tations 


Liens and 
recovery 


Legal provision for claim on estate after death of recipient. 





Not eligible for OAA, AB, ADC, or APTD; may be aided pend- 
ing receipt of such assistance if emergency exists. 





C. Standards of Assistance and Payment 


10. Standards of 
assistance 


Similar to the four Federally-aided public assistance programs 
but less comprehensive in amounts allowed for the items cov- 
ered in the budget. 


11. Limitations on 
payment 








No specified limitations on amount or duration of aid for resi- 
dents; aid to non-residents limited to60 days, and for transients 
limited to 30 days. 


12. Method of Either vendor payment or money payment may be used for 











payment maintenance items. Medical care supplied through vendor pay- 
ments. 
D. Administration ‘ 
13. State agency State Department of Social Welfare has supervisory responsi- 


bility for the program. 


2 TRA FASTEST 
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7 es Ci Kansas 


County Department of Social Welfare under a county Board of 
Social Welfare which is composed of the governing body of the 
county; 105 counties. 











14. Local agency 


15. Financing State and counties share both assistance and administrative 
costs equally; when county funds prove insufficient, State may 


grant additional funds. 


Authority State agency: General Statutes, 1949, 39-701; 1957 Supplement, 


39-702, 39-708, and 39-709, Local agency: General Statutes, 
1949, 39-701; 1957 Supplement, So- TBP. $709, and 39-713. 


E. Other Aid from Public Funds 

















17. Medical care Applies to County Department of Social Welfare; eligible upon 
only determination that need for medical care costs cannot be met 
from applicant's resources in the immediate future. 
18. Burial From State and county welfare funds. 
19, Aid to special State Department of Social Welfare administers a medical eye 
groups care fund available for the restoration of sight and the preven- 
tion of blindness. 
20. Federal surplus Distributed to families and individuals in 6 (out of 105) counties; 
food commodities program administered by the State Department of Social Wel- 
fare. 





48430 O—59—_—_4 
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CHARACTERISTIC 


A. General Description 


1. Type of program General assistance is administered by local officials in the 
counties and a few cities. The State statute is interpreted as 
permissive. (In 1958 about 20 of the 120 counties made no 
provision. ) Conditions of eligibility, amounts of aid, and limi- 
tations on the program vary from county to county. The urban 
counties and a few of the high-income rural counties probably 
have substantial programs, but the majority of counties provide 
amounts which are described as "adequate to care for only a 
small part of the persons needing help, " The four Federally- 
aided public assistance programs are administered by the 
State Department of Economic Security through its county of- 
fices, 





2. Most common General assistance is used for emergency aid pending receipt 
uses of categorical assistance, for persons not eligible for such as- 
Sistance, and to meet temporary need such as resulting from 
illness. 





B. Conditions of Eligibility 












































3. Definition Families and non-family individuals are aided at discretion of 
county fiscal court (county governing body). ''The most common 
criterion on which aid is provided is community knowledge of 
the applicant's situation," 

4. Residence In most instances the applicant must be a resident of the county 
or city. 

5. Citizenship No requirement. 

6. Employment and Considered along with other aspects of the applicant's situation 

employability (compare Items 2 & 3), 
7. Property limi- No requirement. 

tations 

+ 

8. Liens and No requirement. 

recovery 
ee estieian 
9. Other None 

C. Standards of Assistance and Payment 

10. Standards of No standards for general assistance. 

assistance 








ll. Limitations on T No specific limitations on amount of or duration of assistance; 

payment however the amounts of money appropriated by most of the coun- 
ties are so small that any aid given must of necessity be quite 
limited. The City of Louisville (Jefferson County) and three or 
four other counties make more adequate provisions. 
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Kentucky 





12. Method of 
payment 


13, State agency 


14. Local agency 


15. Financing 


16. Authority 


17. Medical care 
only 











18. 
19, 


Burial 










groups 





SSRIS 





Aid to special 


Federal surplus 
food commodities 





Both money payments and vendor payments are used; probably 
vendor payment type is most common. A medical expense or 

food bill would probably be met by vendor payment; general or 
miscellaneous need would probably be met by a money grant to 
recipient. 


D. Administration 


No administrative or supervisory function exercised by a State 
agency. 


County fiscal court (county governing body) administers general 
assistance. In most counties the county fiscal court judge 
(ranking political officer of the county) carries the responsi- 
bility, or a relief commissioner or director may be appointed 
by the fiscal court. In 4 counties there is a welfare department, 
headed by a director, which administers general assistance in 
addition to other duties. In 4 or 5 other counties responsibility 
has been delegated to voluntary associations. These are not the 
agencies which administer the four Federally-aided public as- 
sistance programs. 


Entirely from local funds, assistance and administrative costs. 
In addition to the county fiscal court tax levies, three or four 
cities provide funds. 


Kentucky Revised Statutes, 67.080(8) and 204.010. 


E. Other Aid from Public Funds 





Application to county welfare department or fiscal court as the 
only public source. City of Louisville operates a hospital for 
indigent persons; a few counties make annual lump sum contri- 
butions to hospitals to partially off-set cost of medical care to 
indigent persons. 


County funds. 





A small number of counties provide grants to organizations 
such as Council for Retarded Children and homes for dependent 
children. 








Distributed to families and individuals in about 81 of the 120 


counties; administered by State Department of Agriculture. 
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ITEM CHARACTERISTIC 





A. General Description 












1. Type of program | General assistance is a State-wide program administered by the 
State Department of Public Welfare through its local (parish and 
district) offices. It is available uniformly in all 64 parishes. 
The same State agency administers the four Federally-aided 


public assistance programs. 


Response to any kind of need presented by an eligible individual. 
Special provisions are made for (1) ill or handicapped children 
with special medical or dietary needs in needy families not 
otherwise eligible; (2) substitute parental care for children not 
eligible for ADC or foster care; and (3) children reaching maxi- 
mum age for ADC and completing high school. 


2. Most common 
uses 


B. Conditions of Eligibility 


3. Definition In general, the program is for unemployable persons whether 
non-family individuals or living in a family situation. 





4. Residence State residence requirement of three years out of the last 9 
years with the ‘last year preceding application continuous in the 
State. Exceptions are made for aid to non-residents only in 
emergency situations. No plans for aid to transients or migra- 
tory labor. 





Citizenship No requirement, 
6. Employment and | Program is for unemployable persons. 
employability 
7. Property limita- | Limitations on property holdings generally the same as those 
tions for the ADC and APTD programs. 
8. Liens and No requirement. 
recovery 
9. Other Not eligible for OAA, AB, ADC, APTD. 


C. Standards of Assistance and Payment 












10. Standards of Standards of assistance are the same as for the APTD program. 


assistance 





ll. Limitations on 
payment 


Maximum for single individual, $58; two or more persons in- 
cluded, $75. No limitations specified on duration of assistance. 
Special Grant: Medical Care, $95; Nursing Care in own home, 
$105. 00; maximum vendor payment made to licensed nursing 
home $110.00, with a $7.00 cash grant to the individual, and 
needed medical care by vendor payment. 












12. Method of 
payment 





For maintenance items, money payment to recipient. For 
medical care, money payment to recipient, with vendor pay- 
ments for nursing care in licensed facilities, for medical care 
related to such nursing care patients, and for appliances, 
dental care, and eye care. 
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Louisiana 





D. Administration 





State agency Louisiana Department of Public Welfare has administrative re- 


sponsibility for general assistance. 














14. Local agency Program is administered through the 62 parish and district 


offices of the State Department of Public Welfare. 


15, Financing 


16. Authority 


State funds only, assistance and administrative costs. 


Louisiana Constitution, 1921, Art. XVIII, Sec. 7, Par. 4; Wel- 
fare Organization Act, Revised Statutes, 46:51-56; Annual 

Appropriation Act. Local statutory authority is Welfare Organi- 
zation Act, Revised Statutes, 46:57-60. 








E,. Other Aid from Public Funds 















Medical care 
only 


Hospitalization is provided through Department of Hospitals and 
independent state-supported Charity Hospitals. Person whose 
income covers all costs except medical care might be eligible 
for general assistance grant for other than hospital care. 






18. Burial Responsibility of parish Police Jury (local governing body). 





Pensions of $60 per month paid to widows of Confederate Vet- 
erans; no veterans still living. Program financed by special 
tax; administered by State Department of Public Welfare. 


Aid to special 
groups 










Federal surplus 
food commodities 


Surplus food commodities are distributed to families and indi- 
viduals in parishes where the Police Jury votes to participate 
in the program and is willing to finance the actual distribution. 
The Department of Public Welfare certifies as to eligibility 

and has overall administration of the program. The number of 


parishes participating varies seasonally, from a low of about 
10 in the summer to about 30 in the winter. 








52 GENERAL ASSISTANCE IN THE UNITED STATES 


MAINE 


January 1959 


ITEM CHARACTERISTIC 


A. General Description 










1. Type of program | General assistance is administered by the local welfare officials 
of approximately 495 cities and towns. The State Department of 
Health and Welfare, Division of General Relief, supervises and 
grants reimbursement for cases where no settlement within State 
exists. The program is mandatory on all cities and towns. There 
is direct State administration for all "deorganized towns and plan- 
tations". Department of Health and Welfare administers the four 
Federally-aided public assistance programs through district 
offices. 


Assistance to meet temporary need, including individuals and 
families in need because of unemployment; supplementation of 
public assistance; assistance to persons in need pending receipt 
of Federally-aided public assistance grants; emergency medical 
and hospital care; temporary or long-term assistance in supple- 
mentation of inadequate income; long-term assistance for those in 
need and not eligible for Federally-aided public assistance pro- 
grams; and total costs of foster care for children not in custody 
of the State. 


2. Most common 
uses 





B. Conditions of Eligibility 





Families, couples, and non-family individuals without regard to 
employability, particularly persons who are in need because of 
unemployment, sickness, or ineligibility for public assistance. 


3. Definition 










Residence No State or local residence requirement, 


5. Citizenship No requirement. 





Employment and | Current registration with USES is required. 


employability 





Limitations on property holdings generally narrower than those 
for public assistance programs. 


7. Property limita- 
tions 





Encumbrance of cash or negotiable assets may be required; not 
required for real or personal property holdings ‘within reason"; 
no claim on estate after death. 


Generally not eligible for OAA, AB, ADC, and APTD. 


8. Liens and 
recovery 





o 


Other 


C. Standards of Assistance and Payment 


10. Standards of 
assistance 


Standards of assistance are not comparable to those for public 
assistance programs; total cost of medical and hospitalization 
is met. Cost for food, medical care, and clothing may be higher 
in rural areas. A "rule of thumb" policy is followed in most 
jurisdictions. 





ll. Limitations 
on payment 


No limitations on amount of payment or duration of assistance. 





re 
an- 









12. Method of 
payment 





13, State agency 


14. Local agency 


15. Financing 
16. Authority 


17. Medical care 
only 





18. Burial 


19. Aid to special 
groups 


20. Federal surplus 
food commodities 


GENERAL 


ASSISTANCE IN 





THE UNITED STATES 


Vendor methods of payment usually for all maintenance items 
(rent, utilities, food, total need) and for medical care. There 
may be some exceptional circumstances when money payments , 
are made to recipients. 


D. Administration 


Division of General Relief, Department of Health and Welfare, 
has supervisory and financial responsibility for non-settled per - 
sons only; except that it has direct administration of general as- 
sistance for all "deorganized towns and plantations. "' 


Local elected or appointed officials of the 495 (approximately) 
cities and towns. None of these administer any of the four public 
assistance programs. In smaller political subdivisions the of- 
ficial may have other duties, such as selectman, tax assessor. 
Responsibility is not delegated to a private agency. 


Combination of State and local funds for assistance and adminis - 
trative costs; State funds reimburse only for non-settled cases, 
which represent about 1/3 of total general assistance in State. 


Revised Statutes of Maine 1954, Chapter 94, Sections | to 47. 


E. Other Aid from Public Funds 


Persons in need of medical care and unable to meet medical ex- 
pense may apply to local administrator of general assistance; 
people in deorganized places and certain nursing and boarding 
homes apply directly to Division of General Relief, State Depart- 
ment of Health and Welfare. 


Costs of burial of needy persins met from either State or local 
general relief appropriations, depending on settlement status of 
deceased person. 


World War Assistance for temporary emergency aid to veterans. 


Distributed to families and individuals; participating unit is cities 
and towns, 353 municipalities have signed agreements; some sea- 
sonal variation. Division of General Relief (State) administers 

program. 












































54 GENERAL ASSISTANCE IN THE UNITED STATES 


MARYLAND 


January 1959 





ITEM CHARACTERISTIC 


A. General Description 





1. Type of program | "General Public Assistance", limited to unemployable persons, 
is administered by the 24 local departments of public welfare 
along with the four Federally-aided programs of public assist- 
ance under the supervision of the State Department of Public 
Welfare. A special program, "General Public Assistance - 
Employable", is available in those counties (or city of Baltimore) 
which have entered into an agreement for such expenditure of 
local funds and have provided the necessary matching funds. 

(The information given in this report relates to the General 
nee Assistance program unless the GPA-E program is speci- 
ied. 

2. Most common General assistance is used to meet any kind of need presented 

uses by an unemployable individual. GPA-E, where available, is 

used to meet temporary needs of any able-bodied person and 

his family. 














B. Conditions of Eligibility 














Families or non-family individuals where no person is currently 
employable. Employable persons may receive GPA-E in those 
local units which particypate in the program. 


State residence requirement of one year; for GPA-E where 
available, residence requirement is two years in State unless a 
registered voter or veteran of World War I or World War Il. 
Aid may be given to a non-resident unemployable person only 
for 60 days, and to an able-bodied person only for 30 days. 


3. Definition 


4. Residence 








Citizenship No requirement. 








For GPA, registration for USES may be used as a test of em- 


6. Employment and 
ployability; current registration with USES required for GPA-E. 


employability 












Limitations on property holdings generally the same as for 
OAA, AB, APTD. 


Claim on estate after death if the person dies while receiving 
assistance. 


Property limita- 
tions 





8. Liens and 
recovery 


9. Other 


General assistance may not be used to supplement full wages or 
Unemployment Compensation. 


C. Standards of Assistance and Payment 





10. Standards of 
assistance 


Standards of assistance are the same as for the Federally-aided 
public assistance programs. 


11. Limitations on 
payment 


Limitations on payment are the same as for the four public 
assistance programs, (case maximum of $210) except that for 
GPA-E maximum grant is $100, 


12. Method of 
payment 








For maintenance items, money payment to recipients; for medi- 
cal care, cost met by direct appropriation to State Health De- 
partment, administering a program available to all persons 
eligible for any type of assistance under the public welfare 


programs. 


REF ae 
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Maryland 


D. Administration 
13. State agency State Department of Public Welfare has supervisory responsi- 
bility for the general assistance programs 












Local welfare department (24), subject to State standards and 
regulations. 


14. Local agency 





Assistance costs: 50% State and 50% local funds. Administrative 
costs: 80% State and 20% local funds. 


Annotated Code of Maryland, 1957, Art. 
Sec. 3; local agency, Sec. 13 (a). 


15. Financing 






Authority tate agency, 








E. Other Aid from Public Funds 

















17. Medical care Application to local Health Department, eligibility based on 











only means test; medical.care provided by direct appropriation of 
State to State Health Department. 
18. Burial Local funds only. 
19. Aid to special Emergency funds for Maryland veterans and their dependents, 
groups administered by the Maryland Veteran's Commission which 


also prosecutes claims for such veterans and dependents. 





Distributed to families and individuals in 2 out of 24 local units; 
administration is through State Department of Budget and Pro- 
curement; available for distribution through local County Com- 
missioners or Mayor and City Council of Baltimore City with 
costs of distribution met by local governmental! units. 


20. Federal surplus 
food commodi- 
ties 
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ITEM CHARACTERISTIC 


A. General Description 








1. Type of program | General Relief program is locally administered with no State 
agency responsibility except for reimbursement in full for aid to 
persons without local legal settlement. The local board of public 
welfare (which also administers the three Federally-aided public 
assistance programs under the supervision of the State Depart- 
ment of Public Welfare) is responsible for local standards of gen- 
eral assistance. A few use the standards established by the State 
for other public assistance programs. For purposes of assistance 
administration, 91 of the 351 local units (towns and cities) are 
included in 28 welfare districts or combinations of towns. The 
remaining 260 local units operate individually. 








2. Most common To respond to any kind of need presented by an eligible individual, 
uses including short- or long-term relief, foster care (if licensed by the 


State), and assistance to persons in need who are not eligible for 
| one of the Federally-aided public assistance programs, 


B. Conditions of Eligibility 






Any needy person is eligible without regard to family or employ- 
ability status. 


3. Definition 


















4. Residence Requirement that applicant must be resident of the town in which 
he applies; however aid is given to persons without local settle - 


ment and the town is reimbursed by the State on unsettled cases. 








Citizenship No requirement specified. 





Current registration with USES may be required at the discretion 
of the local board; able-bodied "tramps and vagrants shall per - 
form reasonable amount of labor." 


Limitations on property holdings are generally more restrictive 
than for the three Federally-aided public assistance programs; 
however the law is silént and local discretion governs. 


6. Employment and 
employability 















7. Property limita- 
tions 





Claim on estate after death. Person is "liable in contract" for 
reimbursement of assistance given if able to repay during his 
lifetime. 


8. Liens and 
recovery 





Other None specified. 





C. Standards of Assistance and Payment 








Standards of assistance vary. Some local boards use State stand- 
ards for public assistance in all general relief cases; others use 
particular items of the standards; most have a locally developed 
standard which is not like the State standard in item, amount, or 
method of payment. 

Varies; most communities have a maximum on grant but no lim- 
itation on the duration of assistance, 





Standards of 
assistance 












11. Limitations 

on payment 

12. Method of 
payment 








For maintenance items: money payment to recipient. Vendor pay- 
ment may be used to pay rent to prevent eviction, to meet emer- 
gency needs for food, fuel,and clothing, or for persons deemed 

unable to handle money. Medical care: vendor payment. 





to 
ic 
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ate 
nce 
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Massachusetts 





D. Administration 


State agency State Department of Public Welfare has limited financial re- 


sponsibility; see Itern 15 below. 
















Local agency Local Board of Public Welfare - 260 local units and 28 welfare 


districts composed of combinations of 91 towns. Same units ad- 
minister the programs of OAA, ADC, and APTD. 


State and local funds used for assistance and administrative costs; 
State reimburses 100% assistance costs on unsettled cases; State 
pays one-third of administrative costs of welfare districts and 
combinations of towns. 








Financing 





16. Authority Massachusetts General Laws, Tercentenary Edition, as amended, 
Chapter 117: Sec. 17-18 on unsettled cases, Sec. 44 for forma- 
tion of Welfare Districts, Chapter 118 B for formation of com- 


binations of towns. 








E. Other Aid from Public Funds 
Application to local board of public welfare, eligibility deter - 



















Medical care 
only mined on an individual basis of need, including personal assets 


and availability of aid from legally responsible relatives. 





18. Burial Local funds if the insurance, personal or real assets, or ability 


of legally liable children are insufficient to meet the costs. 





19. Aid to special 
groups 


"Veterans Benefits" available to a veteran or his dependents; ad- 
ministered by local Veterans Benefits office under the general 
direction of the Commissioner of Veterans Services (State). On 
cases with local settlement, State reimburses local unit 50%; on 
unsettled cases, 100%. 






Distributed to families and children by 6 local boards of public 
welfare on a regular basis; administered by School Lunch Office 
of State Department of Education, 


20. Federal surplus 
food commodities 
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MICHIGAN 
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CHARACTERISTIC 


A. General Description 





1. Type of program 














General assistance is a local program administered by 83 coun- 
ties and by Detroit, It is available in all local jurisdictions, 
Every county must have a Social Welfare Board and a County 
Department of Social Welfare. Some State funds, amounting to at 
least 30% of the net general relief costs in a county, Conditions 
of eligibility, standards of assistance, and amounts and duration 
of assistance vary from county to county. In 11 counties these 
departments also administer the four Federally-aided public 
assistance programs, 





2. Most common 
uses of general 
assistance 


Used for emergency situations pending receipt of aid from Fed- 
erally-aided public assistance programs; short-time assistance 
to meet temporary need; and any other kind of need presented by 
an eligible individual, 





B. Conditions of Eligibility 





3. Definition Family and non-family individuals without regard to employ- 
ability; criteria of "need" are established by rules and regula- 
tions of each county Social Welfare Board, 





4. Residence Must have legal settlement in a county of the State, except that a 
county may provide emergency temporary assistance or may 
provide funds to return non-settled persons to the State or nation 
of legal residence, Legal settlement for non-residents is ac- 
quired by living one year in a county without receipt of public or 
private assistance, 


5. Citizenship No requirement, 
6. Employment and | Registration with employment service, Employable persons must 
employability not refuse available employment at the going rate in community 


for type of work, 


7. Property limita- | Homesteads are generally exempt; limitations on cash and other 
tions resources are established by county rules and regulations, 


8. Liens and recov- | No provision for liens or for recovery from estates, 














ery 
9. Other Applicant entitled to alimony or separate maintenance is required 
to seek assistance from court, In cases of desertion, applicant 
must "clear with legal authorities", 
C. Standards of Assistance and Payment 
10, Standards of Standards of assistance too variable among local jurisdictions to 
assistance classify. 
11, Limitations on Limitations on amount and duration may vary with each county's 


payment policies, 





on 
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nt 
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Michigan 
12, Method of Both money payment to recipient and vendor payments are used, 
payment varying among the counties. Attitude of the county Social Welfare 
Board towards cash grants determines whether cash or orders is 
given, 
ascyseetiepieitinemsentaini ices laden cieeieaeasemenmiemnaid 
D. Administration 
13, State agency No State agency function in general assistance except in financing 
and in the determination of settlement when counties are in 
dispute, 
T 
14, Local agency Administered by Social Welfare Board of each county (83) and 1 


city (Detroit). Social Welfare Board consists of 2 members ap- 
pointed by local Board of Supervisors and | appointed by State 
Welfare Commission, In 4 counties, the county director (a State 
employee) is head of two units: the bureau of social aid, admin- 
istering the Federally-aided public assistance programs, and 
the department of social welfare, administering general assist- 
ance, In 11 counties an integrated basis is used, i.e., the county 
bureau of social aid (State) and county department are combined, 
all employees being State, and administer the public assistance 
programs and general assistance. In the remaining counties and 
the city of Detroit the local department administers general 
assistance. In all systems the general assistance program is 
under the control of the local Social Welfare Board, 


15, Financing County levy, appropriation to county welfare department from 


Board of Supervisors. State must contribute a minimum of 30% 
of the net general relief costs in a county and may contribute 
more if county shows financial need. 








16, Authority Social Welfare Act, Act 280, Public Acts of 1939 as amended. 
E, Other Aid from Public Funds 


County Department of Social Welfare; eligibility same as general 
assistance requirements. 


17, Medical care 
only 





18, Burial Paid from general relief funds; same financial eligibility require- 


ments. 





19, Aid to special 
groups 


Emergency aid to veterans by County Soldiers and Sailors Relief 
Commission and the Veterans' Trust Fund, World War II; foster 
care for children, from Probate Court; Crippled and Afflicted 
Children Hospitalization program, 





20, Federal surplus 
food commodi- 
ties 


Distributed to families and individuals in 76 counties and City of 
Detroit; each county makes its own decision as to surplus food; 
does not vary seasonally; administered by State Department of 
Social Welfare, 
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ITEM 





CHARACTERISTIC 


A. General Description 


General assistance is administered by the local subdivisions of 
government with the State Department of Public Welfare having 
Supervisory authority in a "broad sense, ... especially through 
relief appeal procedure.'"' In effect in all counties; mandatory 
by statute, Same State agency and county welfare departments 
have responsibility for the four Federally-aided public assist- 
ance programs in a State-supervised pattern of administration. 


1. Type of program 








2. Most common 
uses 


Response to need.of any type presented by an eligible individual; 
including long-term relief, foster care, medical care, sana- 
torium care, and needs that are not met by other resources. 


B. Conditions of Eligibility 


“Any needy person" - includes families, couples, and non-family 
individuals without regard to employability if inadequate re- 
sources or income for decency and health. 


3. Definition 


4. Residence State residence requirement is one year for legal settlement’; 
same requirement applies to local residence; but it is ''not 
required by practice and court decision", i.e., it is inter- 
preted liberally. Non-residents aided without regard to plan to 
return to place of legal residence. 





5. Citizenship No provision. 








6. Employment and Registration with Minnesota Employment Service is required. 










employability 
7. Property limita- | Generally more narrow than for public assistance programs; 
tions except for emergency situations, assets must be liquidated, é 
e.g., new automobile would have to be sold but not household 3 


goods. 








8. Liens and No provision. 


recovery 


9. Other 


No relatives willing to support. 


C. Standards of Assistance and Payment 


10. Standards of Similar to the OAA program but less comprehensive in items 








assistance covered in the budget, e.g., clothing often allowed only on 
request. - 
11. Limitations on No maximums or other specific limitations on amount of or 
payment duration of aid. é 
12. Method of _ Maintenance items: Assistance generally given by money pay- i 
payment ment to recipient, except that the City of Minneapolis still re- & 
tains vendor system for all relief; grocery orders frequently i 


used for emergency needs, then subsequent needs met by cash. 
Medical care: generally by vendor payment. 
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Minnesota 


D. Administration 





‘3. 


14, 


15. 


State agency State Department of Public Welfare has responsibility for 
supervision in a broad sense through relief appeal procedure 
with legal "power to order. ' 


Local agency County offices (87). In 69 counties, county welfare departments 
administer all forms of welfare aid and services; in 18 coun- 
ties using the "town system", the Town Clerk usually handles 
general assistance. Hennepin county (Minneapolis) has a 

mixed system: City has a welfare board, rest of county is split 


into three loose confederations for welfare purposes. 











Financing Assistance costs: combination of State and local funds. Local 
funds are exclusively used to meet usual need but currently 
"10 distressed counties" receive State funds. Administrative 


costs: local funds only. 


Minnesota Statutes Annotated, 256.01, 261, 262, 






263. 





E, Other Aid from Public Funds 








Medical care Person applies to county welfare department, must show a 

only budget need orcost in excess of reasonable ability to pay; 
usually liberally interpreted; program locally administered by 
county welfare department. 











18. Burial County pays all burial costs of person in need or ''a pauper." 
19. Aid to special Veterans relief administered by State Department of Veterans 
groups Affairs; full aid program, except for limited medical and 

nursing care; in most instances, program is administered by 

county welfare board. 
20. Federal surplus Two cities and 23 counties distribute surplus commodities to 
food commodi- families and individuals. State Department of Education is the 


ties supervising agency. 
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ITEM CHARACTERISTIC 


A. General Description 






l, General assistance is administered by county boards of super- 
visors (82), All counties make some provision for care of poor 
persons, but the method varies, Some counties provide poor- 
houses; some make donations to voluntary organizations and use 
the organizations thereafter as a source of aid; some give "tem- 
porary aid" to persons in their own homes, up to 6 months dura- 
tion, Some cities and larger towns and two counties have special 
legal provisions permitting programs of aid, On the whole, 
general assistance varies greatly from county to county and is 
insufficient to meet needs, The four Federally-aided public 
assistance programs are administered by the State Department 
of Public Welfare through 84 county offices, two large counties 
each having two county welfare departments, 


Type of program 








2. Most common To aid persons who do not qualify for any one of the four Fed- 
uses erally-aided public assistance programs; to provide medical 
care and medicines; to supplement public assistance payments, 


B. Conditions of Eligibility 


3. Definition Unemployable persons with local residence are the principal 
recipients of general assistance, 








4. Residence No State residence requirement; local residence of 6 months in 
the county, but exceptions are made for such emergencies as 
illness, 








5. Citizenship No requirement, 


6. Employment and | Unemployable, 
employability 











7. Property limita- | No requirement; "poor person" defined as one ''who has been 
tions adjudged or is willing to be adjudged a pauper", not strictly 
applied in emergencies, 








8. Liens and recov- | No requirement, 
ery 
9. Other None, 





C. Standards of Assistance and Payment 


No standards of assistance; at discretion of county Board of 
Supervisors, Public assistance budgets are used if county wel- 
fare department does investigation by request of Supervisors, 





10, Standards of 
assistance 


Amounts and duration are at the discretion of the county board 
of supervisors; the "temporary relief" permissible under the 
statute may range up to 6 months, 


ll, Limitations on 
payment 
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Mississippi 
12. Method of Money payment (county warrant) is generally used; if items such 
payment as coal, drugs, and physicians' services can be purchased at a 


lower cost to the board by some contract arrangement, vendor 
payments are used, 





D. Administration 








State agency No State agency administrative function, 






Local agency County Board of Supervisors, which does not administer any 


of the Federally-aided public assistance programs, Frequently 
the boards use the services of the County Department of Fublic 
Welfare (the local office of the State Department of Public 
Welfare) to investigate applications. Some counties make grants 
only to those so determined to be in need; others act on some 
cases themselves and refer some for investigation. Under 
special State statutes, one county has an Aid to Disabled pro- 
gram and another has a Medical Indigent Program. A few of 

the largest towns operating under a charter system give small 
amounts of aid, 





15, Financin Local funds only, county tax levy; special legislation provides 
x y y yi SP 8 P 
for combination of county and municipal funds in specific areas 
involved, 


16. Authority 


Constitution, Article 4, Sec. 86; Article 14, Sec. 262; Missis- 
sippi Code Annotated, 1942, Sec, 7345-7367, Faupers; Sec. 
2997-01, 2998, Donations for Old, Infirm, and Indigent Persons; 
Laws of 1948, SB. 673 Hinds County Aid to Disabled; Laws of 
1954, SB. 1325, Lauderdale County, Medical Indigent Fund. 





E. Other Aid from Public Funds 





17. Medical care Apply to county department of public welfare or to county board 
only of supervisors, Either agency would use the State-supported 
system of charity hospitals and wards or county funds allotted 
for medical care. 








18. Burial County funds. 
19, Aid to special Pensions to certain survivors of Confederate veterans are ad- 
groups ministered by the State Department of Public Welfare and the 


State Auditor from State funds, From special county appro- 

priations, Child Welfare Service funds are available for main- 
tenance, clothing, and medical care of certain children and to 
participate with State funds in foster home care; administered 
by County Department of Public Welfare under State standards. 





20. Federal surplus Distributed in 64 of the 84 county welfare department areas 
food commodi- throughout the year, seven others participate seasonally as 
ties need increases in winter; supervised by the State Department 


of Public Welfare. 
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A. General Desc ription 


l. Type of program | General assistance is administered by the Division of We lfare of 
the State Department of Health and Welfare through its 115 
county welfare offices, with uniformity in coverage and policy 
throughout the State. Available to unemployable persons only. 
Same State and local agencies administer the four Federally- 
aided public assistance programs. 


2 EN RRR 


2. Most common Used to meet any type of need presented by an eligible individua al, 


























| 
uses | 
B. Conditions of Eligibility 

. . pagent bapedteneetae on 

3. Definition Familie s, couples, or non-family individuals if there is no em- 
ployable person in the assistance group. 

4. Residence State residence requirement of 1 year; exceptions made for 
emergency aid to non-resident or transient person if no suitable 
plan can be made for his return to his state of legal residence. 
Under such circumstances, no limitations placed on duration of 
assistance. 

a. Citizenship | No requirement, 

a — —_——~ — ——_ 

6. Employment and | Employable persons not eligible 

employability 

cupcaentinsrsnttatimanndeatin a ee - 

7. Property limita- Limitations on property ho idings ge ne erally the same as for the 

tions _programs of OAA, ADC, and APTD. 

8. Liens and No requirement. WER So lasibem Fi 

recovery 

9. Other “Not eligible for OAA, AB, ADC, or APTD; howeve r aid may be 
given in emergency situations pending receipt of assistance 
from Federally-aided programs. 

C. Standards of Assistance and Payme nt 

10. Standards of Ts Standards of assistance similar t< ) those for the Fede rally - aided 

assistance public assistance programs but l« omprehensive in the items 


covered in the budget. 


Limitations on payments exist as a re sult of insuffic ient appro- 
priations so that only a percentage of budgetary need is met. No 
specific maximums on amounts or limitations on duration of 
assistance. 


For ‘maintenance items Money payment to recipient is used, 
except that vendor payment may be used for emergency needs 
| pending approval of another type of assistance, for temporary 
| aid, or for aid to persons considered incapable of handling cash. 
More vendor payments are issued in metropolitan than in rurah 
| areas because of the large proportion in urban caseloads of 
| ‘lone men'' cases who have personality problems, e.g., alco- 





1] Limitations on 


M 


payment 
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holics, and are considered incapable of handling cash. (No 
medical care reported in State gene ral assistance.) 
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Missouri 





D. Administration 





13. State agency Division of Welfare, State Department of Health and Welfare, 


has administrative responsibility for this program. 





Local agency County offices of the State Division of Welfare (115) administer 


general assistance along with the Federally-aided public 
assistance programs. 





Financing 


16. Authority 


State funds only for assistance and administrative costs. 





State agency: Missouri Revised Statutes, 1949: Secs. 207.010, 
208.010, 208.060, 208. 150 (3); for responsibility of counties, 
Sec. 205.580, 205.600, 205.620. 


E. Other Aid from Public Funds 














1. 
' 17. Medical care Application made to county court (administrative agency of 
. ‘ only county); circumstances governing eligibility vary from county 
to county. Sometimes the county welfare office is asked to de- 
¥ ‘ termine eligibility. In metropolitan areas, public medical fa- 
i cilities are available and may be applied to directly. 
om j 18. Burial County authorities from county funds. 
e f 19. Aid to special None specified. 
groups 





Distributed in 10 of the 115 counties of the State; administered 
by the Division of Welfare, State Department of Health and 
Welfare. 


food commodi- 
ties 


20. Federal surplus 

















January 1959 


ITEM CHARACTERISTIC 









GENERAL ASSISTANCE IN THE UNITED STATES 


MONTANA 





A. General Description 







































General assistance is administered by the county departments : 
of public welfare under the supervision of the State Department fi 
of Pablic Welfare. It is mandatory and in effect in all counties, 
but there is considerable variation among counties in coverage 
and policies. The same agencies administer the four Federally- } 
aided public assistance programs. 


Type of program 


For emergency situations pending receipt of categorical assist- 
ance; short-time assistance to meet temporary need; supple- 
mentation of foster care with clothing and medical care; to pro- 
vide medical care, nursing home care, and boarding home care; 
and to meet continuing needs of families and individuals who do 
not qualify for assistance under one of the Federally-aided 
public assistance programs. 


Most common 
uses 





B. Conditions of Eligibility 





Families, couples, and non-family individuals may be eligible 
without regard to employability. 


Definition 





State and local residence requirement of | year immediately 
prior to receipt of assistance; exceptions made for emergency 
aid to non-residents, transients, or migratory labor. 


Residence 





Citizenship No requirement. f 


Employment and | No requirement. 


employability 






Limitations on property holdings generally more liberal than 


Property limita- 
any of the four Federally-aided public assistance programs. 


tions 







































8. Liens and Claim on estate after death, unsecured. 
recovery See . 
9. Other None specified. 
C. Standards of Assistance and Payment 
10. Standards of Standards of assistance are similar to those for the four 


programs of Federally-aided public assistance but less com- 
prehensive in the items covered in the budget and in the 
amounts allowed for these items. 


assistance 










Limitations on None specified. 









payment 
Method of Disbursing orders are frequently used for maintenance, but 
payment both these and money payments to the recipient are used; vendor 


| 
| 
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payments used for medical care. 








D. Administration 


State agency State Department of Public Welfare has supervisory responsi- 
bility for the program. 


opto 
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Montana 















14. Local agency County Department of Public Welfare (56), under the admin- 
istration of the Board of County Commissioners (governing 
board) acting as County Board of Public Welfare. General 
supervision received from the State Department of Public 


Welfare. 










Bs Combination of State and local funds for both assistance and ad- 
ministrative costs. The State makes grant-in-aid to counties 


which have exhausted local funds. 


Financing 








Authority State agency: Revised Codes of Montana, 1947, Sec. 71-201 


through 71-250; county agency: Sec. 71-301 through 71-314. 





E. Other Aid from Public Funds 





Application to County Department of Public Welfare; eligibility 
determined on a basis of ''medical indigency". 


17. Medical care 
only 


18. Burial 









Provided from county "poor funds". 





19. Aid to special 
groups 


Aid to Silicotics, administered by the Department of Public 
Welfare; $75 per month benefit payment to a 10-year or more 
resident who has third-degree silicosis determined by staff 
doctors at the State Sanitorium. 


20. Federal surplus 
food commodi- 
ties 






Distributed to families and individuals in 8 of the 56 counties 
administered by the State Controller's Office. 
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NEBRASKA 














A. General Description 


General assistance is admi nistered by ‘the counties (93) under 
the direction of the county Board of Commissioners or Super- 
visors who also act as the Board of Public Welfare for the 
County Division of Public Welfare. This is generally the same 
office which administers the four Federally-aided public assist- 
ance programs. Available in all counties but varies from 
county to county in coverage, amounts of payment, and policies. 


Assistance in emergency situations, short-time assistance to 


RO ee Se 













































































uses meet temporary need, foster care for children. 
B. Conditions of Eligibility 
3. Definition | No written definition, eligibility is at the discretion of the 
local boards; families, couples, and non-family individuals may 
be aided. 
4. Residence | No requirement spec ified; local residents "receive more con- 
sideration" than transients or migratory workers, but such 
Ls non-residents are aided also. 
Ss, C itizenship No Fequirement. 
6. "Employment and ‘No requirement specified. 
employability | 
@ Property lent | In general payments are not made to persons who have cash or 
tions own property which may be liquidated. Practice is to apply 
more narrow limitations than those for the public assistance 
programs, i@. tess than the $500 personal property reserve. 
8. Liens and Provision for ‘recovery from estate of a deceased recipient.* 
recovery he 
9. Other None specified. 
————— — — - —E — —EE ——EEEE a 
C. Standards of Assistance and Payment — 
10. Standards of + Standards of assistance for general assistance are not com- 
assistance parable to those in use for the four public assistance programs. 
ll. Limitations on No specific limitations on amount or duration, but general 
payment assistance is used primarily for emergency and short-time 
assistance. 
12. Method of _ “ Both money payments to the recipient and vendor payments are 
payment used at the discretion of the local officials; food orders given 
to the individual, and vendor payments for other than food are 
L used. - . 
D. Administration 
13. State agency No responsibility lodged in a State agency. The State Division of 


Public Welfare supervises the County Division of Public Welfare 
in the administration of the four Federally-aided programs of 
public assistance but not general assistance. 
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Nebraska 





14. Local agency County Division of Public Welfare (93) under the administration 


of the county Board of Commissioners or Supervisors. In the 
second largest county of the State there is a "general relief 
office'’' separate from the county public welfare office; this is 
the only significant variation from the general pattern. 


County funds for assistance and administration raised by levy 
on real estate; no statutory limitation on levy for medical, 
surgical, and hospital care but a one-mill limitation for the 
remainder of general assistance. 


Reissue of Revised Statutes of Nebraska for 1943, Sec. 68-101 
to 68-116; Sec. 77-1601, 77-1627, and 77-1628. 


15. Financing 









16. Authority 





E. Other Aid from Public Funds 


<5 ange watesirebaeane 
Medical care Applications to County Division of Public Welfare, in same 
only manner as for other types of general assistance; the urgency of 


the need for such medical aid is a part of the determination of 
eligibility. 








18. Burial Costs of burial paid from county general relief funds. 


Veterans' ‘aid, available on an emergency basis through a 
special State fund administered by State Veterans’ Aid with the 
help of local county service officers. 


19. Aid to special 
groups 


20. Federal surplus Not distributed to families and individuals. 
food commodi- 
ties 


+ ——— — _ $$$ $$ 


lEffective July 1, 1959, $750 personal property reserve. 
*1959 Legislation, effective August 28, 1959, gives counties a lien on real estate to 
secure recovery. 
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NEVADA 
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1. Type of program 


2. Most common 
uses 


















A. General Description 


county commissioners in each of the 17 counties. Coverage, 
amount of aid given, and policies vary from county to county. 
The three Federally-aided public assistance programs are ad- 
ministered separately by the Nevada State Welfare Department 


General assistance is administered locally by the board of - | 
through district offices. : 








Short-time assistance to meet temporary need; foster care. 


B. Conditions of Eligibility 





3. Definition 





Families and non-family individuals are eligible if they are in 
need and unemployable; employable persons are generally aided 
only on an emergency basis, 





4. Residence State and local residence requirements, except that non-resi- 
dents are given emergency relief in 6 counties and aided pending 
return to county of local residence in 2 others. Policy on aid 
to non-residents unknown for other counties. 

5. Citizenship S | No requirement. 

6. Employment and No requirement; aid to employable persons generally on emer- 

employability gency basis only. 

eng egte edie abies Td ail he 


7. Property limita- 
tions 








No requirement; general statute specified "indigent" persons 
whose need may not be relieved by their own means or by 
“their relatives or friends." 





8. Liens and No requirement. 
recovery 
9. Other | None specified. 








10. Standards of 
assistance 


ll. Limitations on 


C. Standards of Assistance and Payment 


No standards of assistance; at discretion of Board of County 
Commissioners. 





Limitations on amount or duration of assistance in the counties 








| | 
a 


payment is unknown. 
12. Method of Assistance is most commonly provided through grocery orders 
payment and other "in kind'' payments. 





13. State agency 


D. Administration 


| No Sta 


te agency has administrative or supervisory responsibility. 
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Nevada 





14. Local agency 


15. Financing 


In the 5 largest counties the respective boards of county com- 
missioners have employed county welfare officials to admin- 

| ister general assistance; in the remaining 12 counties it is 
administered directly by the county commissioners and county 
clerks. The boards of county commissioners have “entire and 
exclusive superintendence of the poor in their respective 
counties." In counties where the State Welfare Department has 
advisory boards, one member of such board must be a county 
commissioner. The county welfare departments are not con- 
nected with the State Welfare Department. 


County funds only. 





16. Authority 


Medical care 
only 


Nevada Revised Statutes, Chapter 428. 


danas 





E. Other Aid from Public Funds 


Application is made to Board of County Commissioners; condi- 
| tions of eligibility unknown. 





nog ET 
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18. Burial 


19. Aid to special 

2 groups 

20. Federal surplus 
food commodi- 


ties 


Funds from county treasury (indigent fund); use of such funds 
depends upon the determination made by the Board of County 
Commissioners. 


| None. 





Food commodities are distributed to families and individuals in 
4 of the 17 counties. Distribution of surplus food commodities 
is administered by the State Department of Education through 
the Supervisor of School Lunch Program. 



























January 1959 


ITEM 





72 GENERAL ASSISTANCE IN THE UNITED STATES 


NEW HAMPSHIRE 


CHARACTERISTIC 


General Desc ription 









2 Most « common 
uses 


3. ~ Definition 


4. “Residence ; 


5. Citizenship 





employability 


~“ 


tions 


8. Liens and 
recovery 


9. Other 


10. Standa rds of 
assistance 


payment 


6. Employment and 


Property limita- Requirements vary among the ‘local units; ‘court interpretation 
of the basic statute is that a person need not be "altogether 


ll. Lim itations on 


and 13 cities for persons with "settlement, that is, 5 continuous 


self- supporting years of residence" and by the 10 counties for all 


1. Type of program General assistance is administered locally through the 222 towns 
“unsettled” persons. Available in all political subdivisions, using 


a definition set forth in law, but each establishes its own stand- 
| ards of eligibility and amount and extent of aid. The four Fed- 


erally-aided public assistance programs are administered 
separately by the State Department of Public Welfare through 11 


district offices. 

Short-time assistance to meet temporary need, emergency aid 
pending qualification for categorical public assistance, long- 
time care if ineligible for categorical public assistance, sup- 
emeneer of public assistance monthly payments for medical 
needs only, foster care. 





B. Conditions of Eligibility 





Families and non-family individuals are aided without regard to 
employability if in need, not eligible for any other type of public 
assistance, and have ''no specified relative able and willing to 
eupport,” 





ear No requirement specified; aid given to non-residents and tran- 
sients; ''settlement" (see Item 1) affects responsibility for 
=] financing aid but does not affect eligibility. 


No requirement. 


No requirement. 





destitute of property" to be considered in need. 


Preferred claim against estate of recipients for assistance 
granted within 6 years preceding death provided no widow or 
minor children living at time of the death. Towns and counties 
may also recover from legally liable relatives through court 
action. 


Standards of Assistance and Payment 





Standards of. assistance are too variable among local jurisdictions 


Welfare Department as a guide for basic maintenance items and 
medical payments, but the level of general assistance is usually 


“7 to classify; some counties use standards of the State Public 
| below that of Federally- aided public assistance. 





| No limitations on amount or duration of assistance specified. 
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New Hampshire 


Method of | Both money payment to the recipient and vendor payments are 
payment used, the latter most commonly for shelter, fuel, utilities. 


| 
N 


D. Administration 





13. State agency No administrative or supervisory function of a State agency. 








Towns (222): Selectmen may act as overseers of public welfare 

or, more usually, appoint an overseer" to serve the township 
} ora "town manager" one of whose duties is administration of 

"direct relief.'' Cities (13): City Board or Council appoints 
Director of Public Welfare Department to administer all aspects 
of general assistance; Counties (10) (for all persons who do not 
have legal settlement in a town or city): Each commissioner 
administers relief functions in district of the county from which 
he is elected. Some cities and most counties have one or more 
caseworkers, appointed and paid by the local officials, who de- 
termine eligibility for general assistance under their direction. 


14. Local agency es 


15. Financing Local funds only; no State participation. Town and city pro- 
grams financed by "appropriated local tax and general revenue", 
county program financed by ''county tax on towns and cities in 


- geographical limits of each county." 





New Hampshire Revised Statutes Annotated: 166 and 28:9, 
County; 165 and 31:4, Towns; 169:11 and 169:15, neglected and 
delinquent children; 458:18; 37:7. 


16. Authority 


aon 


E. Other Aid from Public Funds 





17. Medical care T Application made to general assistance agency; eligibility and 
only aid at its discretion. 

ee oo  Wn2—iwiaw—~i~=«A— TTS SF | 

18. Burial Needy persons buried at expense of town, except that burial 


costs for veterans and recipients of Federally-aided public 
assistance are met from State funds. 





19. Aid to special Soldiers Aid for all veterans with 3 years residence in State, 
groups appropriated and administered by cities and towns separately 

from the "general pauper account’’. There are also public 

charitable trusts to meet special needs under specified condi- 

=| Biss administered by State Attorney-General's office. 

s 





20. Federal surplu Distributed to families and individuals in 10 counties which 
food commodi- choose to participate; average 10 towns or cities to each county. 
ties. New Hampshire Distributing Agency administers. 
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A. General Description 





1. Type of program| General assistance is administered by the 567 municipalities 


under two different administrative arrangements: (1) about 185 
incorporated municipalities operate with entirely local funds, 
responsibility, and policies; (2) the remainder receive "State 
Aid" under the General Public Assistance Law and thereby have 
some supervision from and control by the Department of Insti- 
tutions and Agencies. The information in this summary relates 
to this latter group. The Federally-aided public assistance 
programs are administered separately by other offices under 
the supervision of the Department of Institutions and Agencies. 


Most common To meet any kind of need presented by an eligible individual; in 
uses some of the large urban centers it is used as a method of sub- 
sidizing hospitals for care to the ''medically indigent". Law pro- 
vides for supplemental assistance to individuals or families 
with inadequate income and for ''medical care only", j 


B. Conditions of Eligibility 





















Limitations on 


Families, couples, and non-family individuals without regard to 





















Definition 
employability. ' 
nani a pipeernnnnneeeipeine entinreencecrtiintaietititteitssnees ' 
Residence No requirement specified; but persons lacking State settlement 
are subject to return to jurisdiction in which settlement exists; 
refusal to return results in ineligibility for aid. 
Citizenship No requirement specified. 





Employment and Current registration with State Employment Service required. 
employability 
No specific limitations on property holdings, must meet needs 

test, but generally the same limitations are applied as are used 


for the Federally-aided programs, 


Property limita - 
tions 


ee — oe 


Liens and Municipalities have a claim on estate of a recipient after his 
recovery death, but in most of them the authority is not used except in 
isolated and exceptional case situations. 


Not eligible for OAA, AB, ADC, or APTD; however aid is given 
if need exists pending receipt of such categorical assistance. 


Other 


C. Standards of Assistance and Payment 


Standards of assistance are similar to those for the Federally- 
aided programs, but less comprehensive in items provided on a 
recurring basis. 


Standards of 
assistance 


No specified maximums on amount or limitations on duration of 













payment assistance. 
12. Method of Both money and vendor payments are used, with a few munici- 
payment palities using money payment entirely, some using combinations 


of money and vendor, and the majority using "relief orders 
for all maintenance items. Medical care is by vendor payment. 








13. State agency 


14. Local agency 
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New Jersey 





D. Administratiun 


Department of Institutions and Agencies, Bureau of Assistance, 
| has limited supervisory responsibility for the program in those 
municipalities which receive ''State Aid". It includes responsi- 
bility for adjudicating inter-municipal settlement disputes and 
for inter-State operations. No supervisory function in other 
municipalities. 


oa 


} 
i. ns Ae I oy A Tet pa 
T Approximately 380 local units participate in State Aid, 90% of 
the State population. Law requires all municipalities to appoint 
a Local Assistance Board which appoints a Director of Welfare. 
Municipalities not receiving State Aid are not subject to State 
supervision nor bound by State Assistance standards, and do not 
uniformly comply with legally prescribed local agency structure. 





' 15. Financing 


‘ : 16. Authority 


. ok 





In municipalities receiving ''State Aid", administrative costs are 
paid from State funds for the State agency and from local funds 

| for the local agency; assistance costs are divided according to a 
formula based on the preceding year's assistance costs in the 
municipality and its tax base; payment to the municipality ranges 
| from 40% to 60% for "State resident’ cases and 80% for ''non- 

| resident" cases. In other municipalities, all costs are met from 
local funds. 





New Jersey Revised Statutes, Title 44, Chapter 8 and 8A. 


hee 


E. Other Aid from Public Funds 





17. Medical care 
only 


18. Burial 











Generally available upon application to public assistance 
program for which the person may otherwise be found eligible. 
In most municipalities hospitalization is available to needy per- 
sons not otherwise receiving public assistance in general hos- 
pitals which receive subsidies from local government. 





| Burial provided for recipients of public assistance, including 
General Assistance. If not such recipients, burial is legal re- 
sponsibility of municipality where death occurs and the expense 
is met from funds other than assistance funds in State-aided 
municipalities. 


None. 


20. Federal surplus T Distributed to families and individuals in "a very few munici- 


d 

ba 19. Aid to special 
groups 

oil food commodi- 

en ties 


-_ -_ — = a | 


palities"; administered by Division of Purchase and Property, 
in the Department of State Treasurer. 
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ITEM | 
1 


-T Type of program 





2. Most common 





uses | cluding transportation. 


NEW MEXICO 


CHARACTERISTIC 


A. General Description 


— 
General assistance is administered by the State Department of 


Public Welfare through the 26 local offices serving the 32 
counties in the State. Uniformly in effect in all counties. Same 
State and local agency administers the four Federally-aided 
public assistance programs. (In addition, about 13 counties 
provide some emergency aid to persons in need, using local 
funds limited to amount derived from county tax levy of 1/2 of 

1 mill; conditions of eligibility and amount and duration of 
assistance vary widely. The other counties provide only medical 
care and burial from such county funds. This emergency aid is 
administered at the discretion of the county commissioners, 


usually by vendor payment. The data in the subsequent item 


entries apply only to the State-administered program of general 
assistance. ) 


To meet any kind of need presented by ane ligible individual, in- 


3. Definition 


4. Residence 


5. Citizenship 


6. Employment and 
employability 








7, Property limita - 
tions 


8. Liens and 


recovery | 


9. Other 





10. Standards of 
assistance 


nena + 


li. Limitations on 
payment 





Federally -aided programs. 


B. Conditions of Eligibility 


Families with ‘children whether or not there is an employable 


person in the group; couples and non-family individuals only if 
unemployable. 


State residence “requirement of 1 year for "cash payments" ex 
cept that emergency aid may be given to non-residents and 
temporary aid not to exceed | month to transients while plans 
are being made to return to place of legal residence. 





"No require ment. 


Current registration with State Employment Service required 
where aid is being given to families with an employable person 


Limitations on property holdings are generally the same as for 
the Federally-aided public assistance programs. 


“No requirement. 


Not eligible for OAA, AB, “ADC, or APTD; but aid | may .be given 
to meet emergency situations pending receipt of Federally-aided 
public assistance. 


Cc. Standards of Assistance and Payment 


| Standards ‘of assistance are ge nerally the same as ‘those for the 


Amount of payment limited to 75% of need at time of re porting. 
Case of unemployable person must be reviewed for APTD if 


assistance continues beyond 6 months. Aid to non-residents 
limited to emergencies; aid to transients and migratory labor 
limited to 1 month while plans are being made to return to place 


of legal residence. 





a 


GENERAL ASSISTANCE 









IN THE UNITED STATES 


New Mexico 




















12. Method of T Money payments used for maintenance items for continuing as- 
payment sistance; payment into ''pooled fund" for medical care for cases 
| receiving cash assistance; vendor payments used for temporary 
| : : 
| emergencies, aid to transients and non-residents, and for cases 
pending approval for Federally-aided public assistance. 
D. Administration 
13. State agency | New Mexico Department of Public Welfare has administrative 
| responsibility for program. 
14, Local agency County welfare office of State Department (26 offic es serve the 
32 counties). 
Toate = i 
15. Financing State funds only for assistance and administrative cbsts. 
16. Authority New Mexico Statutes, 1953 Compilation, Sec. 13-i-3 (M) for a 


State agency and State-administered program; Sec. 13-2-1 for 
county responsibility for ''county indigent fund'' which is used 
primarily for burial of needy persons and for medical care in 
some counties. 





E. Other Aid from Public Funds 

















17. Medical care Application to county commissioners for medical care through 
only the ''county indigent fund"; however, in 15 of the 32 counties no 
money is available from the fund for such care. 
=i a oa = aod : seal iDatt 
18. Burial | County indigent funds. 
19, Aidto special | None. _ 
groups 
20. Federal surplus Distributed to families and individuals in 26 of the 32 counties as 


food commodi- 
ties 





determined by the participation of the county commissioners; no 
seasonal variation in number of counties; administered by the 
State Department of Public Welfare. 
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NEW YORK 


ITEM CHARACTERISTIC 


A. General Description 





General assistance (called "home relief") is administered by the 
65 local public welfare districts which also administer the 
Federally-aided public assistance programs under the supervision 
of the New York State Department of Social Welfare. Eight dis- 
tricts are city districts, 37 are counties administered on a 
county basis, and 20 are counties with 344 towns in which as- 
sistance is administered by the town welfare officers. The 
program is mandatory and in effect in all counties without sub- 
stantial difference in coverage or policies. 


l . Type of program 





2. Most common 











To meet any kind of need presented by an eligible individual. 


























uses : 
B. Conditions of Eligibility | 
3. Definition Families, couples, and non-family indiv iduals eligible without { 
regard to employability. : 
4. Residence No State or local residence requirement. Non-residents and 
transients aided. 
- Citizenship _No requirement, 





£2 Employment and ‘Current registration with State Employment Service required. 


























employability 
7. Property limita- | Limitations on property holdings are discretionary with the 
tions local agency, subject to modifications appropriate to the short- 
i term nature of "home relief" 
8. Liens and Provisions for encumbrance of real and personal property, as- 
recovery signment of cash or negotiable assets, and claim on estate after 
death; but all subject to modifications related to the short-term 
nature of many "home relief"' cases, e.g., liquidation of real 
property or encumbrance may not be re quired; discretionary in 
_each case. 

9. Other “Not eligible for OAA, AB, ADC, or APTD; however aid may be 
given to meet emergency situations pending receipt of Federally- 
aided assistance. 

Standards of Assistance and Payment 
10. Standards of Standards of assistance are generally the same as those for the 
assistance Federally-aided public assistance programs; however modifica- 
tions may be made with approval of State agency as more 
appropriate to the emergency needs or short-term needs of 
"home relief'' cases or to meet local conditions of price range 
| or climate. s 3 

ll. Limitations on r No maximum on amount of assistance or limitation on duration 

payment of assistance, except that "home relief'' cannot continue outside 


the State during absence of the person from the State even if the 
absence is s temporary. 
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New York 












12. Method of Money payment to recipient for maintenance items, with 
payment voucher payment used where there is demonstrated inability to 
| handle cash, for annual payments on property or insurance, or 

for care of transients. Vendor payment for medical care. 






A penirenge 








D. Administration 





13. State agency 


New York State Department of Social Welfare has supervisory . 
responsibility. 


14. Local agency Administered through public welfare districts (65) of which 8 


are cities and 57 are counties. Of the counties, 37 administer 
general assistance by the county department of public welfare 
on a county basis; the remaining 20 have 344 towns which ad- 
minister general assistance by town welfare officers. 








4. —$$_—____4___ | 


15. Financing Combination of State and local funds for assistance and admin- 


istrative costs. 


State agency: New York Statutes, Art. 2, Sec. 20; Art. 3, Sec. 
93, 94; Art. 5, Sec. 131, 132, 134, 153, 154, 157-164, 168-178; 
Local agency: Sec. 61, 62, 65, 67, 68, 69, 76. 











16. Authority 










E. Other Aid from Public Funds 





17. Medical care Cost of hospital care for needy persons not recipients of public 
only | 


| assistance is met entirely from local funds; application made to 
| local welfare administration; policies and conditions of eligibility 
| vary among the districts. Such needy persons who require medi- 


| cal care other than hospital care are eligible to receive such 
care, 










18. Burial 


| 
—— 


In New York City, funds of Department of Hospitals pays cost of 
burial unless Department of Welfare holds assigned resources 
sufficient to cover cost; in "upstate" areas costs are paid from 
public welfare funds with State reimbursing up to $250.00. 






| 
= araneresall = : ; 
19. Aid to special | State and local welfare agencies meet jointly the costs of: (1) 
groups | care of transients and local homeless persons in municipal 
lodging houses, public homes, commercial lodging houses, 
private institutions and shelters; and (2) foster care of children 
and expenses incurred for birth of out-of-wedlock children, 


20. Federal surplus Distributed to families and individuals in 52 of the 65 welfare 
food commodi- districts according to local option of the district; does not vary 
ties | seasonally; Division of Standards and Purchase of Executive 

Department is the distributing agency; State Department of 
Social Welfare sets standards of eligibility, local public welfare 
certifies eligibility. 
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ITEM CHARACTERISTIC 





RRM or A, 


A. General Description E 


cls dence tallies enihstetnicimrensi a 
1. Type of program | General assistance is the responsibility of county commissioners ' 
(100 counties) and is financed from county funds. It is available 
to some extent in all counties, but is limited in amount, Condi- 
tions of eligibility and policies vary. In the majority of counties 
the commissioners have delegated responsibility for the program 
to the county departments of public welfare, which, under the 
supervision of the State Board of Public Welfare, administer the 
Federally-aided public assistance programs. ‘ 





2. Most common Emergency situations pending receipt of Federally-aided public 


uses assistance; short-time assistance to meet temporary need; foster 
| care; hospitalization and medical care. 
— a SS ) 


B. Conditions of Eligibility 













Families with children, couples, and non-family individuals eli- 
gible if unemployable. Standards for determining need vary 
among the counties. 


3. Definition 


4. Residence Assistance generally given only to persons with local residence. 


—_— ' 


Citizenship No requirement. 








6. Employment and | Assistance not generally given to employable persons. 


employability 










7. Property limita- 
tions 


No requirement, 


8. Liens and 
recovery 


Other 


No requirement. 













None specified. 


C. Standards of Assistance and Payment 





Standards of assistance are usually less in amounts allowed in 
comparison with the Federally-aided public assistance programs, 
i.e., a lower percentage of need is met. 


Standards of 
assistance 














No limitations on amount or duration of assistance; however, ap- 
propriations in the various counties are generally insufficient to 
meet needs adequately. 


ll. Limitations 
on payment 





12. Method of 
payment 


Money payment to the recipient is most commonly used. 





D. Administration 





No administrative or supervisory function lodged in a State 
agency. (There is a statute for a "State General Assistance Fund’ 
which may be put into effect if and when a State appropriation or 
a State and Federal appropriation is made. ) 


13, State agency 










' 





14, Local agency County commissioners have full responsibility; in the majority of 
counties this is delegated to the county department of public wel- 
fare which administers "broad programs of public welfare serv- 


ices in addition to financial assistance." 
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STATES 


North Carolina 


County funds only; levy is limited by law to 10¢ on each $100 of 
county property valuation but individual county levy is deter- 
mined by the county commissioners. 











Financing 












16. Authority North Carolina General Statutes as Amended, 153-9, subsections 
6, 23, 24; 153-152; 153-159; 153-160. Also Sec, 108-73.1 to 
108-73, 12 which may become effective if and when there is a 


State or a State and Federal appropriation for it. 


E. Other Aid from Public Funds 







Medical care 
only 


"Medical indigency" is determined by the standard public assist- 
ance budget plus $35 per month for six months. Application made 
to the county department of public welfare. 









18. Burial County funds. 





Aid to special 
groups 


Confederate veterans' widows are eligible for pensions. 










Federal surplus 
food commodities 


Distributed to families and individuals only to meet emergency 
needs such as exist as result of crop failure and unemployment, 
e.g., 5 counties during 1957-58. Administered by agreement be - 
tween Department of Agriculture, which makes distribution, and 
Department of Public Welfare, which supervises county depart- 
ments in certification of eligibility. 
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NORTH DAKOTA 
January 1959 
CHARACTERISTIC 


A. General Description 








General assistance is administered by the county welfare boar 
and is available in each of the 53 counties. Conditions of eligi- 
bility and assistance policies vary among the counties. The same 
agencies administer the four Federally-aided public assistance 
programs and service programs in the county, Public Welfare 
Board of North Dakota supervises these county welfare boards in 
the administration of OAA, AB, ADC, and APTD, but not gen- 
eral assistance. 


1. Type of program 









Most common 
uses 


Emergency situations pending receipt of public assistance and 
short-time assistance to meet temporary needs, 


™N 







B. Conditions of Eligibility 


3. Definition Families and non-family individuals are eligible without regard 
to employability. 





4. Residence State and local residence requirement; however medical care is 
extended to non-residents and "persons in need attracted to large 
Federal projects", with counties being reimbursed for such costs 
from State. funds. 


Citizenship No requirement. 
Employment and | Person able to work must seek employment and accept work if it 
employability is available, 

7. Property limita- | No limitations specified on property, real or personal. 
tions 

8. Liens and County has preferred claim against estate to recover assistance 
recovery expended for such person or his legal dependents. 

9. Other Must not have children or parents who are legally responsible 


for and able to contribute to their support. 





C. Standards of Assistance and Payment 





Standards of assistance are too variable among local jurisdictions 
to classify. 








Standards of 
assistance 


ll. Limitations 

on payment 

12. Method of 
payment 


No specific limitations on amount or duration of assistance; sub- 
ject to discretion of local administrative officials. 














Assistance usually given in kind, i.e., purchase orders for 
groceries, fuel, and rent and vendor payments for medical care. 
Money payment may be used for cases where ''client can be de- 
pended upon to use funds for purpose intended, " 





D. Administration 


No administrative or supervisory function of State agency in 
relation to general assistance except in the reimbursement of 
counties for costs of medical care extended to non-residents and 
persons in need attracted to large Federal projects. 


13. State agency 
























































2 ner 
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North Dakota 


14. Local agency sunty welfare board (53) shall consist of 5, 7, or 9 members of 
| which at least one nor more than two shall be county commis- 
| sioners designated by Board of County Commissioners. Remain- 
ing members appointed by Board of County Commissioners with 
advice and consent of State Public Welfare Board, Both sexes 
shall be represented. County director appointed by county welfare 
board. 


15, Financing County funds, except for some State funds used to reimburse 
} counties for medical care extended to non-residents and persons 
| in need attracted to large Federal projects 


16, Authority North Dakota Revised Code of 1943 as Amended, Chapter 50-01 
(financing citation is Chapter 50-0109! and 50-0113), 


E. Other Aid from Public Funds 


cette henner il ip deen 
17. Medical care Application to county welfare board; aid for emergency situations 

only or short-time situations usually; paid from general assistance 
program funds. 


18. Burial Burial expense not exceeding $150 plus not to exceed $100 for 
transportation outside county may be borne from general assist- 
ance funds. Used for burials of persons who were recipients of 

| Federally-aided public assistance programs as well as other per- 
sons in need of such service. 


19. Aid to special | None. 
groups 


20. Federal surplus Distributed to families and individuals in a few counties; varies 
food commodities} seasonally. Administered on State level by Department of Public 
Instruction, 





. Effective July 1, 1959, burial expense maximum $250, transportation allowance con- 
tinued. 
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ITEM | CHARACTERISTIC 


A. General Description 
















1. Type of program | General assistance is administered by the county department of 
welfare, under the supervision of the State Department of 
Public Welfare. The program is mandatory in all 88 counties 
but there is substantial variation in the local application of State 
policies on establishing need and amount of payment. (In addi- 
tion 39 cities are administering relief to unemployed legal 
residents.) The same county agencies are responsible for the 
programs of AB, ADC, and APTD under the supervision of the 
State Department of Public Welfare. 


Emergency situations pending receipt of categorical assistance, 
short-time assistance to meet temporary need, transportation, 
long-time care for persons not eligible for the Federally-aided 
programs. 








2. Most common 
uses 





B. Conditions of Eligibility 





3. Definition Families and non-family individuals without regard to employa- 
bility. 
4. Residence One year state residence requirement; non-residents aided, 


returned:-to place of legal residence if possible; aid given to 
transients and migratory labor also. One-year requirement for 
legal settlement in counties. 


Citizenship No requirement. 


Employment and Current registration with State Employment Service required; 


employability assignment to a work project also required. 

7. Property limita- | Limitations on property holdings generally the same as for the 
tions ADC program. 

8. Liens and No requirement. 
recovery 

9. Other No requirement. 


Cc. 


State standards of assistance are the same as those for the ADC 
program but, as usually administered in the counties, are 
less comprehensive in items covered in the budget and in the 
amounts allowed for the items. Metropolitan areas commonly 
meet food, shelter, utilities, and medical care; clothing given 
on an emergency basis. Some localities often give only small 
amounts of food, fuel, and emergency hospital care. 


Standards of Assistance and Payment 












Standards of 
assistance 












No limitation on amount or duration specified; at discretion of 
local officials. 





ll. Limitations on 
payment 


Method of 
payment 










Maintenance items: both money payment to recipient and vendor 
payments, the latter particularly for emergency food orders or 
budget items other than food. Long-time assistance to persons 
not eligible for Federally-aided programs is usually by money 
payment. Medical care: vendor payment. 
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State agency 


Local agency 


Financing 


Authority 


Medical care 
only 


Burial 


Aid to special 
groups 


IN THE UNITED STATES 


Ohio 
D. Administration 


State Department of Public Welfare has supervisory responsi- 
bility for program. 


County Department of Public Welfare (88), county director 
appointed by Board of County Commissioners. (Some 39 cities 
also administer aid to unemployed residents. ) 


Combination of State and local funds for assistance and admin- 
istrative costs; derived from State-collected utility taxes dis - 
tributed to counties according to a formula. If utility tax is less 
than past expenditures for relief, State makes up the difference 
up to 50% of total expenditures. 


Page's Ohio Revised Code Annotated, 1954, and 1957 Supplement, 
Sec. 5113.01-5113.99. 


E. Other Aid from Public Funds 


Application made to the agency administering general relief; 
hospital care is the kind of assistance most commonly given. 


Local funds only; city or township is responsible for residents. 


None. 





Federal surplus 
food commodi- 
ties 


Distributed to families and individuals in 18 of the 88 counties 
according to county option; no seasonal variation in number of 
counties; administered by the State Department of Public Welfare, 


Office of Commodity Distribution. 
— SSS Ss ss 
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OKLAHOMA 










CHARACTERISTICS 





A. General Description 


















1. Type of program | There are two programs of general assistance: (1) program ad- 
ministered with State funds by the State Department of Public 
Welfare through its county departments of public welfare which 
also administer the four Federally-aided programs of public 
assistance, and (2) local programs of the separate counties ad- 
minist:red from local funds by the Board of County Commis- 
sioners in each county (77). The two types are identified in the 
following material by numbers (1)and (2) whenever the informa- 


tion differs. 






























2. Most common (1) Emergency situations pending receipt of categorical assist- 











uses ance and short-time assistance to meet temporary need; (2) 
emergency food and medical aid for persons temporarily in need i 
and burial expenses when no other funds are available. 

B. Conditions of Eligibility 
3. Definition (1) Families with children, couples, and non-family individuals; 


(2) usually only families with children, Both programs limitedto 
on persons. 


4. Residence 





(1) State residence requirement of one year; (2) persons with 
local residence. 




















Citizenship 





(1) Citizen of the United States; (2) no requirement specified. 





6. Employment and Both programs limited to assistance to unemployable persons. 


employability 


Limitations on property holdings generally the same as for the 
four Federally-aided programs. 


7. Property limita- 
tions 


8. Liens and No requirement for lien, assignment, or recovery from estate. 


recovery 





(1) Not eligible for OAA, AB, ADC, or APTD, except that 
assistance may be given to meet emergency situations pending 
receipt of such assistance; (2) none specified. 


C. Standards of Assistance and Payment 





(1) Standards of assistance are not similar to those of the public 
assistance categories, e.g., maximums much lower, see Item 
11 below. (2) Standards of assistance are at the discretion of 
local officials and are too variable to classify. __ 


Standards of 
assistance 









(1) Maximum amount for a single-person grant is $10 a month; 
for family of two or more persons, $20 per month. Long-term 
cases, destitute unemployable persons whose condition is of a 
permanent nature, may be aided indefinitely. Short-term cases, 
persons temporarily incapacitated, limited to 3 months or less. 
Disaster cases, receive one check only. (2) Limitations on 
amount or duration of aid given vary among the counties and 
within a county according to amount of funds available. 


ll. Limitations on 
payment 
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Method of 
payment 


Oklahoma 


(1) Maintenance items: money payment to recipient. (2) Most 
commonly, vendor payments for groceries, medical care, or 
funeral expenses. 








State agency 


Local agency 


Financing 


Authority 


Medical care 
only 


D. Administration 


(1) State Department of Public Welfare has administrative re- 
sponsibility. (2) No State agency administrative or supervisory 
function. 


(1) County Department of Public Welfare (77), functioning as 
local units of the State agency. (2) Board of County Commis- 
sioners (77) acting as "overseers of the poor". 


(1) State funds only for assistance and administrative costs. 
(2) Appropriation from the county general fund by the Board of 
County Commissioners. 


(1) Oklahoma Statutes, 1957 Supplement, Title 56, Par. 26.13 
to 26. 18; (2) Oklahoma Statutes, 1951, Title 56, Par. 31. 
E. Other Aid from Public Funds 


Emergency medical aid may be supplied by the Board of County 
Commissioners. 





Burial 


Aid to special 
groups 


Federal surplus 
food commodi- 
ties 


County funds, authorized by Board of County Commissioners. 


Oklahoma War Veterans' Commission grants emergency aid to 
veteran or his family to meet emergency needs for food, rent, 

or other necessities when no credit or loan is available through 
other sources; limited to $250 per year. 


by the boards of county commissioners; Department of Public 


Distributed to families and individuals in 72 of the 77 counties 
| Welfare determines eligibility. 
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ITEM | CHARACTERISTIC 


A. General Description 

















































Type of program | General assistance is administered by county public welfare 
commissions (36) under the supervision of the Oregon Public 
Welfare Commission; program is mandatory, in effect in all 
counties with Statewide standards and policies. The same agen- 
cies administer the four Federally-aided public assistance 


programs. | 





















Most common 
uses 


To meet any kind of need presented by an eligible individual, in- 
cluding foster care which, while under the same legal authority, 
has separate supervision and a separate budget. 


B. Conditions of Eligibility 


3. Definition Families and couples, without regard to employability; non- i 
family individuals: for women, without regard to employability; ' 

for men, only to unemployable persons. i 
L 


4. Residence State residence requirement of three years; local residence re- 
quirement of 1 year; exceptions made for assistance to non- 
residents pending return to place of residence and for short-time 
aid to transients. 


5. Citizenship No requirement, 


6. Employment and | Current registration with USES; aid to employable couples or 
employability single women frequently restricted to unusual or emergency 
situations because of funds insufficient to meet all the requests 
for assistance. 


7. Property limita- | For cases classified as receiving continuing care, limitations on 
tions property holdings are generally the same as in the APTD pro- 
gram, i.e., same reserves permitted. Cases receiving emer- 
gency care not permitted to have cash reserves, although home 
property and furnishings, equipment, and property used in earn- 
ing an income, such as an automobile, may be retained.’ 


8. Liens and No requirement.‘ 
recovery 
9. Other None. 


C,. Standards of Assistance and Payment 












Amount of assistance is determined by county department within 
following range: Not less than fuel, utilities, rent, 85% of ADC 
food standard, and in cases of extreme need any other require- 
ments included in ADC standards; nor more than budget items for 
ADC program with percentage reduction in food, fuel, and per- 
sonal incidentals. 





Standards of 
assistance 


No limitations on amount or duration of assistance except as re- 
sult from limited appropriations for genera) assistance, 





ll, Limitations 
on payment 


Method of 
payment 






For maintenance items: money payment to recipient and vendor 
payments to meet needs for food, fuel, utilities, or rent. Medi- 
cal care: vendor payment, 
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Oregon 





D. Administration 
State agency 





Oregon Public Welfare Commission has supervisory authority 
for general assistance. 


14. Local agency County Public Welfare Department in each of the 36 counties ad- 
ministers general assistance under the direction of the County 
Public Welfare Commission of 7 members, including 3 from 
county governing board and 4 appointed by the Governor. 


15. Financing For assistance costs, combination of State and county funds, 70% 
State, 30% county. For administrative costs, State funds only. 
16, Authority Oregon Revised Statutes, 411.710 through 411.760 (State respon- 































sibility); 411.140 to 411. 290 (county responsibility); 411.010 to 
411. 250 (financing). 7 


E. Other Aid from Public Funds 










Medical care 


Application to county public welfare department as for general 
only 


assistance; medical care provided when need is of a continuing 
nature or the wage-earner is himself ill and income ceases. Free 
or low cost care also available in University of Oregon Medical 
School Clinics. 








Burial General assistance funds. 











Aid to special 
groups 


Motor Vehicle Accident Fund meets costs of medical care for in- 
digent persons incurred as result of vehicular accidents in Oregon. 







20. Federal surplus 


Not distributed to families and individuals. However plan tenta- 
food commodities 


tively approved by the Department of Agriculture permits dis- 
tribution in any county in which the county government is willing 
to meet the cost of distribution other than certification of eligi- 
bility. 





+ 1959 policy revision: Families without regard to employability; for couples and single 
women, only when employment is not available; for men, only to unemployable persons. 


2 : : . . 
“1959 policy revision: Exceptions to residence requirement made for any emergency 
need or if residence elsewhere is not a resource. 


71959 policy revision: Applicants pending acceptance for one of Federally-aided public 
assistance programs are allowed same reserves as for the program. Other cases allowed 
no cash reserve, although home property and furnishings, equipment, and property used 
in earning an income (such as an automobile) may be retained. 


* 1959 legislation: Legal provision for lien against any personal damage settlement, after 
medical care and collection costs, to the extent of assistance granted from date of injury. 
State Industrial Accident claims are exempt from lien; also exempt is cost of physical 
rehabilitation of minors. 





> Oregon Laws 1959, Chapter 454, effective August, 1959 (lien and recovery provision, 
see Item 8 above. ) 
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ITEM | CHARACTERISTIC 


A. General Description 








Type of program | General assistance is administered by the Department of Public 
Welfare through its 67 county offices. The same agencies ad- 


minister the four Federally-aided public assistance programs. 


























































2. Most common 
uses 


To provide financial assistance and services to needy persons 
who are not eligible for any of the Federally-aided programs of 
public assistance. 





B. Conditions of Eligibility 


Any needy person is eligible, without regard to employability, if 
other conditions of eligibility are met. 





3. Definition 





4. Residence State residence requirement of | year, no local residence re - 
quirement; exceptions made for aid to non-residents for a period 
of time pending return to place of legal residence or for aid to 


transients or migratory labor. 


eee 





Citizenship Must be a citizen of the United States. 





6. Employment and 
employability 


Current registration with State Employment Service required; 
assignment to a work project may also be required, 





Limitations on property holdings are generally the same as for 
the OAA, ADC, and APTD programs. 


Provisions tor encumbrance of real and personal property hold- 


7. Property limita - 
tions 





8. Liens and 








recovery ings and for claim on estate of a recipient after his death in 
order te insure repayment of assistance given. 
9. Other None. 





C. Standards of Assistance and Payment 





Standards of assistance are the same as for the ADC and APTD 
programs. 


10. Standards of 
assistance 





ll. Limitations No limitations on amount or duration of assistance. 


on payment 


12. Method of 
payment 









For maintenance items: money payment to recipient. For medi- 
cal care: vendor payment. 










D. Administration 






State Department of Public Welfare has administrative respon- 
sibility for general assistance. 


State agency 














County Board of Assistance (67) under the administration of the 
Office of Public Assistance of the State Department of Public 
Welfare. 


14. Local agency 







Financing State funds only, assistance and administrative costs. 


16. Authority 












Section 9, Act 399, of 1937 as amended provides for assistance 
to aged persons, blind persons, disabled persons and: "Other 
rsons who are citizens of the United States--and who are not 
inmates of a public institution at the time of receiving assist- 
ance." (Section 9 (d)). 
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Medical care 
only 


Burial 


Aid to special 
groups 

Federal surplus 
food commodities 


Pennsylvania 


E. Other Aid from Public Funds 


Assistance to a person who needs medical care only is not avail- 
able from public sources except on an occasional basis by County 
Institution Districts. 


Department of Public Welfare will pay for burial of any person 
receiving assistance at time of death whose resources are less 
than the cost of burial as defined by the regulations of the Depart- 
ment. County Institution Districts, which are county govern- 
mental agencies independent of the State Department of Public 
Welfare, are responsible for the expenses of burial of other in- 
digent persons. 


Pennsylvania Veterans' Commission gives temporary assistance 
to needy veterans. 


Distributed to families and individuals who are eligible on the 
basis of a State-wide maximum income schedule. State Depart- 
ment of Property and Supplies has over-all supervision of the 
program; actual administration is the responsibility of the County 
Institution Districts. There are 60 counties participating in the 
program. 


ee ee 
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CHARACTERISTIC 





A. General Description 









General assistance is administered by the Division of Public 
Welfare, Department of Health, through its local offices (78), 
following the same pattern as the administration of the four 
Federally-aided public assistance programs, It is in effect 
throughout the entire jurisdiction, (In addition to general as- 
sistance, there is a separate program of emergency assistance, 
which may be granted for a limited period, generally not ex- 
ceeding 3 months, to persons in‘need of it whether or not they 
are already receiving assistance from one of the four Fed- 
erally-aided programs or from the other State-financed cate- 
gorical program, The following entries apply only to the 
general assistance program.) 


Type of program 






















To meet any kind of continuing need within the scope of the pro- 
gram presented by an eligible individual. It is not used for 
emergency situations, (See Item | above.) 


2. Most common 






uses 






B. Conditions of Eligibility 













General assistance is granted on an individual basis and eli- 
gibility involves the inability of the individual to earn a living, 
e.g., he must submit medical evidence of "having a physical 

or mental impairment of a transitory condition but of such a 
nature that he is totally unable to engage in his usual occupation 
or in some other work within his competence and which is avail- 
able in the community." 


>. Definition 


















4. Residence No requirement. 





>. Citizenshi No requirement, 
P 
















employability ployable. 





t. Employment and | wiov not be employed, and must be at least temporarily unem- 





Froperty limi- Limitations on property holdings are generally the same as for 
the four Federally-aided public assistance programs. 










No requirement, 








Not eligible for OAA, AB, ADC, or APTD; except that an 
applicant for APTD who is mentally incapacitated to administer 
his payment may receive aid pending the appointment of a 
"special tutor". (As soon as the "special tutor" is appointed 
for an eligible individual the case must be transferred to the 
APTD program. ) 












C. Standards of Assistance and Payment 
sciatica tain eiiatstaeiilsaispiitian ect aciaeitiindiecemacs 
Standards of assistance for general assistance are the same as 
tor the four Federally-aided public assistance programs and 
most closely related to APTD. 












ll. 


12. 


13, 


14, 


15, 


16, 


GENERAL ASSISTANCE IN 


Limitations on 
payment 


Method of pay- 
ment 


State agency 


Local agency 


Financing 


Authority 


Medical care 
only 


Aid to special 
groups 


Federal surplus 
food commodi- 
ties 


93 


THE UNITED STATES 


Puerto Rico 


No maximums on payments or limitations on duration of assist- 
ance; limitation of fuads is such that, at the time of the report, 
a percentage of budgetary deficit is being paid. 


Money payments to recipient for maintenance items. (No pay- 
ment for medical care in this program. ) 


D. Administration 


Department of Health, Division of Public Welfare, administers 
the program. 


Local units (78) headed by a local chief; under the administra- 
tion of the Division of Public Welfare through 5 district offices. 


State funds only, assistance and administrative costs, 


Puerto Rico Public Welfare Law #95: Sec. 10, part (C), Sec. 
ll, Sec. 12, ‘ 


E, Other Aid from Public Funds 


Medically indigent people receive services from Public Health 
Centers, Public Health Units, Municipal Hospitals, District 
Hospitals, and limited number of free beds in private hospitals. 
Social Welfare Staff determine eligibility for admission to the 
District Hospitals and Cancer Hospitals. 


Municipal funds, separate from general assistance or public 
assistance programs, 


Distributed to families and individuals in all local subdivisions, 
does not vary seasonally; administered by the Food Distribution 
Center of the Department of Health, 
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ITEM | CHARACTERISTIC 


A. General Description 





General assistance is administered by the local government units, 
with State financial participation, as one of the five forms of 
public assistance in an integrated program in which "State and 
local public assistance personnel operate functionally as a single 
integrated staff and provide service with respect to the entire 
public assistance program." (The four Federally-aided public 
assistance programs are administered directly by the State De- 
partment of Social Welfare through its staff members.) Integrated 
programs, permissive by law, are established in 37 of the 39 
towns and cities. In the integrated program, policy and standards 
are essentially the same in each community. In the two towns 
with no State financial participation, policy and standards are es- 
tablished locally. 


To meet any kind of need presented by an eligible individual, 





l, Type of program 











2. Most common 
uses 








B. Conditions of Eligibility 





3. Definition Any needy individual or family without regard to employability. 


None for initial payment. Continuing GPA, by law, may be pro- 
vided only when the applicant has resided in the state for one 
year. However, continuing payments may be made to a person 
in the state less than one year if there is evidence that he may 
become independent of any public assistance within a reasonable 
time. 


4. Residence 


5. Citizenship None. 








6. Employment and 
employability 


Current registration with United States Employment Service re- 
quired; assignment to a work project is occasionally used in 
some cities and towns, 


Limitations on property holdings are generally the same as for 
the four Federal-State forms of assistance. 


7. Property limita - 
tions. 


8. Liens and 
recovery 


a Other 





No lien provision. Claims on estates are made by local com- 
munity after death of a recipient. 


“Not eligible for OAA, AB, ADC, or APTD. 








C. Standards of Assistance and Payment 


Standards of assistance in the integrated program are the same 
as for the four Federal-State programs, 


10. Standards of 
assistance 
11. Limitations No maximum on payments or limitations on duration of assistance, 


on payment 
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Method of 
payment 


State agency 


Local agency 


Financing 


Authority 


Medical care 
only 


Burial 


Aid to special 
groups 


Federal surplus 
food commodities 


48430 O—59——_7 


Rhode Island 


Maintenance items: usually money payment to recipient, but ven- 
dor payments may be used for emergency needs and for some 
persons considered unable to use cash. 

Medical care: usually by vendor payment; some medical care in- 
cluded in the money payment, such as convalescent and nursing 
home care, sickroom supplies, home nursing care, orthopedic 
shoes, and maintenance of hearing aids. 


D. Administration 
State Department of Social Welfare, Division of Public Assist- 
ance, has responsibility for standard-setting, in consultation 
with local directors of public welfare, and for granting of State 
funds to localities. 


Local directors of public welfare administer the program through 
local offices which also house State staff for Federal-State pro- 
grams (39 local units), 

State and local funds. State reimburses cities and towns for "not 
less than 70 per cent" of assistance and administrative costs, 
General Laws of Rhode Island, 1956, Chapter 9, Public Assist- 
ance (also cited as Public Assistance Law of 1944): State -local 
program, 40-9-11 to 40-9-31; Chapter 8, 40-8-1 to 40-8-21 for 
responsibility of towns and cities apart from the State-local 
program. 


E. Other Aid from Public Funds 


Application to local general assistance agency; needs test same 
as for the other kinds of assistance from this program. 


General public assistance funds of cities or towns. 


Soldiers' Welfare Assistance, administered by State Department 
of Social Welfare, aids honorably discharged veterans and their 
families if medical proof that veteran is unable to work because 
of illness or hospitalization, 


Distributed to families and individuals in localities which par- 
ticipate, currently 18 communities; number does not vary sea- 
sonally; administered by the State Purchasing Department through 
the General Stores. 
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ITEM CHARACTERISTIC 


A. General Description 





There are two general assistance programs: (1) administered by 
the State Department of Public Welfare with State funds and lim- 
ited to persons determined to be totally but temporarily disabled, 
uniformly available in all counties; and (2) administered by the 
local county welfare departments using local funds and available 
to a limited extent in all counties; responsibility based on ap- 
propriations made by legislative delegations with authority to 
expend funds. The county welfare departments also administer 
the four Federally-aided public assistance programs under the 
supervision of the State Department of Public Welfare. (The 
characteristics of the two programs are identified by the numbers 
(1) and (2) in the following entries. ) ' 


1. Type of program 








































™N 


Most common (1) To meet any kind of need presented by an eligible person who | 

uses is totally but temporarily disabled; (2) for emergency situations ' 
pending receipt of Federally-aided public assistance, short-term 
assistance to meet temporary needs of other individuals. 





B. Conditions of Eligibility 


3. Definition (1) Families or non-family individuals if there is no employable 
person in the assistance group; (2) families or non-family in- 
dividuals who are in need of emergency assistance because of 


unemployability. 
4. Residence (1) No residence requirement; (2) local and State residence not 
required, 
Citizenship No requirement (1) or (2). 


6. Employment and | (1) Temporarily but totally disabled according to medical evi- 
employability dence; (2) unemployable. 


7. Property limita- | (1) Limitations on property holdings are generally the same as 
tions for the four Federally-aided public assistance programs; (2) in- 
sufficient resources to meet need, 


8. Liens and No requirement (1) or (2). 
recovery 
9. Other (1) Not eligible for OAA, AB, ADC, or APTD, except that an 


eligible payee for ADC may receive general assistance if he is 
not included in the ADC budget; (2) none. 






C. Standards of Assistance and Payment 


(1) Standards of assistance for this program are generally the 
same as for the Federally-aided public assistance programs; 
(2) standards of assistance are too variable to classify. 


Standards of 
assistance 

















(1) Payment represents a set per cent of unmet need within a 
maximum grant of $25 per month; duration limited to | year ex- 
cept in unusual circumstances, (2) No specified limitations on 
amount or duration but assistance is "on an absolute minimum 
need basis" for a temporary period of time. 


Limitations 
on payment 














j 
; 
' 
' 


12. 


13, 


14, 


15, 


16. 


17. 


18. 


19. 


20. 
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South Carolina 







Method of (1) Money payment to recipient for maintenance needs; (2) money 

payment payment and vendor payrnents are both used, money payment to 
recipient is most common for maintenance items; medical care 
costs met by vendor payment or by payment to recipient. 

D. Administration 

State agency (1) State Department of Public Welfare has administrative re- 
sponsibility; (2) no administrative or supervisory responsibility 
lodged in a State agency. 

Local agency (1) County Department of Public Welfare - 46, a branch of the 
State Department of Public Welfare; (2) local county welfare de- 
partments upon authority delegated by legislative delegations 
through local appropriation acts. 

Financing (1) State funds only, assistance and administrative costs; (2) 
county funds only. 

Authority (1) South Carolina Code, Sec. 711-131-134; (2) local county leg- 
islative delegations' appropriation acts; permissive on county. 

E. Other Aid from Public Funds 

Medical care Application made to local agencies such as board of commis- 

only sioners, board of public welfare, local public hospitals. 

Burial County funds administered by county commissioners, sometimes 
by county public welfare. 

Aid to special Confederate pensions paid to widows and daughters of Confederate 

groups veterans. 

Federal surplus Distributed to families and individuals in one county only, no 


food commodities | seasonal variation; administered by the State Department of 
Public Welfare. 
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ITEM CHARACTERISTICS 


A. General Description 





1. Type of program | General assistance is administered locally by the boards of 
county commissioners; it is available in all 67 counties. Condi- 
tions of eligibility, extent of assistance, and standards vary 
among the counties. The four Federally-aided public assistance 
programs are administered separately by the State Department 
of Public Welfare through its 60 county or district offices. 





2. Most common Emergency situations, medical care for persons who are receiv- 
uses ing public assistance, some foster care, short-time assistance | 
to meet temporary need. 





B. Conditions of Eligibility 


3. Definition No common pattern of definition; at discretion of each County 
Commissioner in his own district; policies usually not consistent 
among counties except that in "off-reservation" counties with an 
influx of Indian people aid is not usually given to Indians. 


4. Residence To attain legal settlement required for general assistance a per- 
son must have resided in the State | year and in the county 90 
days; except, however, a person receiving public assistance re- 
tains his legal settlement in county where such status was 
acquired, despite moves to other counties. Further, a person 
may be prevented from acquiring legal settlement by service of 
a non-resident notice within 6 months after he takes up domicile 
in the county. Assistance to nonsettled persons authorized in 
emergencies. 


5. Citizenship No requirement. 





6. Employment and | No pattern of requirements common to all counties. 











employability 
7. Property limita- | No pattern of requirements common to all counties. 
tions 
8. Liens and re- "County poor relief" lien is comparable to that for the OAA 
covery program: lien on all real and personal property with provision 
for use of homestead by dependents. 
9. Other None specified. 


C. Standards of Assistance and Payment 






No standards of assistance. 





Standards of 
assistance 













No specific limitations on amount of or duration of assistance. 





ll. Limitations on 













payment 
12. Method of Maintenance items: Most commonly assistance is given through 
payment orders to a merchant; "certain Commissioners will make money 






payments in special cases." Medical care: by vendor payment. 





13. 


14, 


iS. 


16. 
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South Dakota 


D. Administration 





State agency No administrative or supervisory authority lodged in any State 
agency. 


Local agency County Commissioners themselves, available in all counties to 
some extent: 64 organized counties and 3 unorganized counties 
which are attached to organized counties for purposes of county 
government. In 2 counties there is a staff paid by the commis- 
sioners to administer the program; in another county there is 
an agreement with the County Office of the State Department of 
Public Welfare to administer ''County Poor Relief." 





Financing County funds only; except for hospitalization (see item 17 below). 
Assessment for ''county poor relief" in the budget of the county 
general fund is limited to 110% of actual expenditures in 1955.+ 


Authority South Dakota Code of 1939 and 1952 Supplement: Title 50; Ses- 
| sion Laws of 1957, Chapter 263.* 





E. Other Aid from Public Funds 








17. Medical care Application made to the County Commissioners; a proportion of 


only State revenue from beverage licenses and fees is returned to the 
counties on a population basis primarily for use in paying for 
hospitalization of the indigent. 





Burial County Poor Relief funds upon authority of County Commissioner. 





Aid to special None. 
groups 








Federal surplus Distributed to families and individuals in 39 counties and 9 Indian 

food commodi- reservations or centers; some counties participate only during 

ties the winter months; administered by the School Lunch Division of 
the Department of Public Instruction, 





* 1959 Revision: Amended by Chapter 434, Session Laws of 1959- Assessment for 
“county poor relief’ is special levy not to exceed two mills on the dollar of the assessed 
valuation of all property. 
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ITEM CHARACTERISTIC 




































A. General Description 





1. Type of program | General assistance is administered locally by the County Court 
(governing body of the county) from local funds. In 4 cities 
some assistance is administered through a city welfare com- 
mission. Conditions of eligibility, standards of assistance, and 
amount and duration of aid vary at the discretion of the local 
officials. The four Federally-aided public assistance programs 
are administered by the State Department of Public Welfare 
through its 95 county departments of public welfare. It is sepa- 
rate from the general assistance program. 








Most common Emergency situations, including those arising pending receipt 
uses of assistance from one of the public assistance programs; short- 
time assistance to meet temporary need. 


™ 





B. Conditions of Eligibility 





Families and non-family individuals are aided; eligibility is left 
to the discretion of local officials and varies from county to 
county. 














3. Definition 















When assistance is administered by a county court, it usually is 
not available to non-residents of the county. 


4. Residence 





Citizenship 





requirement specified. 


6. Employment and requirement specified. 






































employability 
7. Property limita- | No requirement specified; practice varies from county to county. 
tions 
8. Liens and No requirement specified. 
recovery ee 
9. Other None. 
C. Standards of Assistance and Payment 
10. Standards of Standards of assistance are too variable among local jurisdic- 
assistance tions to classify. 
11. Limitations on No maximums on amount or duration of aid specified, but 
payment assistance is generally limited to temporary emergency needs. 
12. Method of Money payment to the recipient. 
payment 
D. Administration 
13, State agency No administrative or supervisory responsibility lodged in any 
State agency. E 
14. Local agency County Court (governing body of county) administers the program, 


(95 counties), the magistrates themselves carrying the responsi- 
bility; in some of the cities (4), general assistance from city 

funds is administered by the City Welfare Commission separately 
from the county program. 






— 








18. 
19, 


20. 
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Financing 


Authority 


Medical care 
only 


Burial 


Aid to special 
groups 


Federal surplus 
food commodities 








Tennessee 





County funds, appropriated by the County Court, In those cities 
which administer a program through the City Welfare Com- 
mission, municipal funds are used. 


Tennessee Code Annotated, Sec. 14-1004 (also cited as Chapter 
49 of the Acts of 1809 and of the Acts of 1827); also Sec. 46-204. 


E. Other Aid from Public Funds 


Application to the County Court (governing board of the county), 
which may later "seek partial reimbursement from the State 
Health Department." 


County funds as authorized by the County Court. 


Confederate Pensions, from State funds, administered by the 
Department of Public Welfare. 


Distributed to families and individuals in 38 counties which 
participate; administered by the Department of Agriculture. 
Recipients are certified in cooperation with local welfare 
agency subject to the approval of the county judge (presiding 
officer of the county governing body). 
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CHARACTERISTIC 











A. General Description 








General assistance is administered locally by the county com- 
missioners; probably available to some extent in all 254 counties. 
It varies in conditions of eligibility, standards of assistance, 
amount and duration of assistance, and the kind of situation for 
which general assistance is used. It is usually limited to unem- 
ployable persons. In some cities, the city and the county carry 
joint responsibility and financing of assistance by special agree- 
ment. The four Federally-aided public assistance programs are 
separately administered by the State Department of Public Wel- 
fare through its own local offices. 


Type of program 
























Most common Probably most counties use it for short-time or emergency ‘ 
uses assistance; in some counties it is used to meet urgent medical t 
needs. ' 





B. Conditions of Eligibility 




































































3. Definition Most commonly for families or non-family individuals where 
there is no employable person in the assistance group. i 
4. Residence State requirement of 1 year, local residence requirement of 6 
months. In general, aid to non-residents is available only on an 
emergency basis. 
5. Citizenship No statutory requirement. 
6. Employment and | Employable persons or families with an employable adult are 
employability not eligible in most counties. 
7. Property limita- May own home but not other property, although in some juris- 
tions dictions an automobile of reasonable value may be considered a 
necessity and evaluated as a resource to the applicant for use or 
for re-financing for some cash. 
8. Liens and Counties do not make a practice of taking liens or making a 
recovery claim to the deceased recipient's estate. 
9. Other None. 
C. Standards of Assistance and Payment . 
10. Standards of Standards of assistance among the counties unknown; in some 
assistance city-county programs they are similar to those for the public 


assistance programs for food, shelter, fuel, and utilities. 


At discretion of local officials. An example of maximums in an 
urban area is the Dallas city-county program maximum of $80 
for food, $35 for shelter, and actual cost of fuel and utilities. 


Limitations on 
payment 


Method of Generally grocery orders for food; payments on contract basis 
payment to landlords and utility and fuel companies. 
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Texas 





D. Administration 





State agency 







No administrative or supervisory authority lodged in a State 
agency. 





Court of County Commissioners, or welfare agency established 
by such court. In the larger cities the municipalities share the 
responsibility for adrninistering a joint city-county program. 


14. Local agency 






15. Financing County funds; with approval of city council and county commis- 
sioners court, joint use of county and municipal funds may be 


authorized. 









Authority 





Vernon's Texas Civil Statutes, 1950, and 1958 Supplement: Act 
2351 ("poor law" enacted in 1876 and little changed). Wherever 
joint county-city operations are undertaken, city ordinances 
and county resolutions are necessary as legal authority. 


E. Other Aid from Public Funds 








17. Medical care 
only 


Court of County Commissioners generally meets this need 
either by maintaining county hospitals or by payment to private 
hospitals for indigent care. 










18. Burial 





County and city funds; each may make contracts for burial of 
"resident paupers". 

















Aid to special 


There is one lone Confederate veteran who receives a pension 
groups , 


from the State. 








Federal surplus 
food commodi- 
ties 


Distributed to families and individuals in counties which partici- 
pate. The State Department of Public Welfare administers the 

program of distribution, but each participating county government 
establishes its own local policies with respect to need eligibility 
and makes its own certification through its county welfare agen- 
cy. Normally about 70 out of the 254 counties participate. Par- 
ticipation is generally on a year around basis. 
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ITEM | CHARACTERISTIC 


A. General Description 











1. Type of program 









General assistance is administered uniformly throughout the 
State by the State Department of Public Welfare through its 
29 county departments of public welfare. Assistance for non- 
residents and for employable persons is more limited in condi- 
tions of eligibility and in duration than is the program for 
resident unemployable persons. The same State agency admin- 
isters the four Federally-aided public assistance programs. 





2. Most common To meet any kind of need.as presented by an eligible individual, 


including foster care and transportation. 





B. Conditions of Eligibility 


Families and non-family individuals eligible; conditions of eli- 
gibility and limitations on amount and extent of assistance differ 
for unemployable resident persons and for the employable or 
non-resident person. 












“3. Definition 











4. Residence State residence requirement of | year; limited aid given to non- 
residents pending return to State of residence or until residence 
is established in Utah. (See Item 11, following, for time limita- 


tions on non-resident aid. ) 







Citizenship No requirement, 






Current registration with United States Employment Service 
required; assignment to a work project may be required in some 
localities or some situations. 


6. Employment and 
employability 














Limitations on property holdings generally the same as for the 
four Federally-aided public assistance programs; differs for 
temporary assistance to employable persons or non-residents. 


Property limi- 
tations 








Exceptions to legal limitations of personal property and cash 
value of insurance for unemployable assistance can be approved 
if recipient will execute a chattel mortgage to secure repayment. 


8. Liens and re- 
covery 


9. Other None. 





C,. Standards of Assistance and Payment 


Standards of assistance for continuing assistance, e.g., to un- 
employable persons, are similar to the four Federally-aided 
public assistance programs; but those for assistance to em- 
ployable persons or non-residents are more limited. Medical 
care for all general assistance cases is more limited. 





10. Standards of 
assistance 












Maximums on money payments are the same as those in the public 
assistance programs up to and including 4-person families for 
continuing assistance; for other assistance, maximum of $39 per 
week or $169 per month (same as unemployment compensation). 
Generally able-bodied nonfamily persons or couples not eligible 
for nonresident assistance; when exceptions are made on basis 

of hardship, duration limited to 30 days; duration of 90 days for 
families, with a possibility of extensions made on basis of 
hardship. 





ll. Limitations on 
payment 















































—— 
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Utah 
12. Method of pa Viaintenance items: money payment to recipient, Orders may be 
ment | us to purchase immediate needs until a money payment can be 


| ma vendor payments made in behalf of persons considered 


unable to use cash, e.g., alcoholics. Medical care: vendor 
, payments. 


= D. Administration 





Utah State Department of Public Welfare has administrative 
responsibility. 


13. State agency 








County Department of Public Welfare (29 al unit of State 
agency. 


14. Local agency 


State funds only for assistance and administrative costs 
Utah Code Annotated, 1953, Section 55-2-9. 


Financing 


Authority 





— E. Other Aid from Public Funds 


17. Medical care Apply to county unit of government for medical care. 
oe only 
18. Burial County funds, authorized by county government. 
19. Aid to special None. 
= groups 
e 20. Federal surplus Distributed to families and individuals in 28 of the 29 counties; 
: food commodi- some distribute monthly, some every other month, a few counties 
ties quarterly. Administered by the State Department of Public 
aoe Welfare, 





public 
>r 

) per 
on). 
ible 
sis 
for 
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ITEM | CHARACTERISTIC 


A. General Description 


















































1. Type or program | General assistance is administered by the local authorities - 
Board of Selectmen, Town Managers, Overseers of the Poor- 

of the 246 towns and cities and 6 "unorganized towns and gores'’; 
available in all local jurisdictions. Conditions of eligibility, 
standards of assistance, and amount of assistance vary. The 
State Department of Social Welfare receives voluntary monthly 
statistical reports from these local jurisdictions and administers 
reimbursement for transient persons. The four Federally-aided 
public assistance programs are administered separately by the 


State Department of Social Welfare through its 6 district offices. 


2. Most common 
uses 


Short-timeassistance to meet temporary need; supplementation 
of inadequate monthly payments to recipients of aid from one of 
the four public assistance programs. 


rE 





B. Conditions of Eligibility 


3. Definition Any needy person is eligible without regard to family status or 
employability. 
4. Residence No State or local residence requirement; settlement determined 


in order to allocate fiscal responsibility between towns or be- 
tween town and State for transients. 


Citizenship No requirement. 


Employment and | No requirement. 





employability 
7. Property limita- | Limitations on property holdings not specified; must be "a per- 
tions son in need of relief." 
8. Liens and re- Town may recover by legal action against an individual, or 
covery against his estate if he is deceased, the amount expended in 
assistance; constitutes a claim against property owned or ac- 
quired after the period of granting of relief or against earnings 
from employment. 
9. Other None. 


C. Standards of Assistance and Payment 






Standards of assistance among the local jurisdictions not known 
to the reporting agency. 






Standards of 
assistance 









No limitations for amounts or duration of assistance for persons 
with local settlement; a ''non-settled person may not apply for 

assistance from an overseer of the poor in any town more than 
once during the year without being subject to fine, or imprison- 
ment, or both." 






Limitations on 
payment 











Maintenance and medical care items generally by vendor pay- 
ment. There may be a few direct money payments at local dis- 
cretion, possibly 10% of total. 





Method of pay- 
ment 
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D. Administration 


State agency Vermont Department of Social Welfare receives voluntary sta- 
tistical reports each month from the local jurisdictions and 
reimburses the towns for aid to transients. 


Local agency Elected Overseer of the Poor for the town, or the Board of 
Selectmen or Town Manager acting in that capacity (246 towns 
and cities); in 6 unorganized towns and gores, assistance ad- 
ministered by Supervisors of such towns or gores. 


Financing Local funds only for both assistance and administrative costs 
except for 100% reimbursement from State funds for aid given 
by the town to transient or non-settled persons. 


Authority Vermont Statutes, Revision of 1947: Sec. 7097-7098, 7106- 
7112, 7114-7123, 7132-7139, See also No. 227, Public Acts of 
1957, Section 2.* 


E. Other Aid from Public Funds 


Medical care Application made to Overseer of the Poor of the town; at dis- 
only cretion of local officials; provisions made for emergency care 
with subsequent payment by town. 





Burial City or township funds, cost limited to $175; for transient per- 
son, reimbursement is made to the town from State funds. 


Aid to special Burial expenses of Veterans, administered by the Auditor of 

groups Accounts (State); includes veteran or widow if estate is insuffi- 
cient. Assistance for Disabled Veterans, administered under 
supervision of a committee of trustees of the soldier's home; 
for aid and care of needy veterans and their needy dependents. 





Federal surplus Distributed to families and individuals but extent of participa- 
food commodi- tion by localities not known to public assistance agency; super- 
ties visec by Vermont Department of Institutions. 


1 Effective July 1, 1959, statutory authority may be found in Vermont Statutes Anno- 
tated: Title 32, Section 1002n; Title 33 Secs. 701-706, 781-783, 821-822, 824-827, 
891-893, 961-963, 991, 1031-1035. 
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VIRGIN ISLANDS 
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CHARACTERISTIC 


A. General Description 
Type of program 






General assistance is administered by the Insular Department 
of Social Welfare of the Virgin Islands uniformly through its two 
district offices, The same agency administers the four Fed- 
erally-aided public assistance programs, 


2. Most common 
uses 


To meet any kind of need presented by an eligible individual. 


B. Conditions of Eligibility 


3. Definition Families, couples, or non-family individuals eligible if the 
applicant or recipient is unemployable or only partially em- 
ployable. 

4. Residence No durational residence requirement; must be residing in the 


Virgin Islands. Non-residents and transients aided in emergency 
situations only. 


5. Citizenship No requirement. 

6. Employment and | Applicant or recipient must be unemployable or only partially 
employability employable. 

7. Property limi- Limitations on property holdings generally the same as for the 
tations four Federally-aided public assistance programs. 

8. Liens and re- No requirement. 
covery 

9. Other Not eligible for OAA, AB, ADC, or APTD, except that aid may 


be given to meet emergency need pending receipt of the assist- 
ance payment from one of these programs. 





C. Standards of Assistance and Payment 













Standards of 
assistance 





Standards of assistance are the same as for the Federally-aided 
public assistance programs. 










Limitations on 
payment 


No limitations on amount of or duration of assistance. 







Maintenance items: money payment to recipient; vendor payment 
may be made for rent or groceries for a person considered in- 
competent to use cash. Medical care: vendor payment. 


Method of pay- 
ment 


D. Administration 










State agency Insular Department of Social Welfare has administrative respon- 


sibility. 





14. Local agency 






District offices of the Insular Department of Social Welfare (2). 
seemiiaieeeaciteeetas omens 


Insular funds only for assistance and administrative costs. 


Virgin Islands Code of 1957, Title 34, Sections 4 through 10. 





15, Financing 
16. authority 








E. Other Aid from Public Funds 


17. Medical care Application made to the Department of Social Welfare for medi- 
only cines and to the Department of Health for medical treatment. 
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Virgin Islands 










Insular funds are used to provide burial for persons unable to 
pay cost of burial or whose families are unable to pay for burial. 







Burial 


19. Aid to special 
groups 













Federal surplus Not distributed to families or individuals. 


food commodities 
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VIRGINIA 
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CHARACTERISTIC 


A. General Description 


1. Type of program] General assistance is administered by the local departments of 
public welfare in the counties and cities (126 local units) under 
the supervision of the State Department of Welfare and Institu- 
tions. There is a comprehensive State law, but local policies 
vary in coverage, conditions of eligibility, and amount and dura- 
tion of assistance. The same State and local agencies administer 
the four Federally-aided public assistance programs. 





2. Most common 
uses 


To meet any kind of need presented by an eligible individual. 


B. Conditions of Eligibility 


3. Definition Any needy person is eligible without regard to family status or 
employability. 
4. Residence No durational period as a State requirement but there may be a 


local requirement; must reside in county or city to which appli- 
cation is made. Emergency aid given to nonresidents and tran- 





sients. 
Citizenship No requirement. 
6. Employment and | No requirement specified. (See Item 11 following for limitation 
employability on assistance to employable persons. ) 
7. Property limi- Limitations on property holdings generally the same as for the 
tations OAA program. 
8. Liens and re- No requirement specified. 
covery 
9. Other Not eligible for OAA, AB, ADC, or APTD; however assistance 


is given in emergency situations pending receipt of assistance 
from one of these programs. 





C. Standards of Assistance and Payment 















Standards of assistance most commonly used for general assist- 
ance are the same as those for the Federally-aided public as- 
sistance programs. 


Standards of 
assistance 





Assistance to employables is limited to the equivalent of three- 
months' requirements within any twelve-month period, 


ll. Limitations on 
payment 













Maintenance items: money payment to recipient, grocery order 
used to meet emergency needs. Medical care: vendor payment. 


Method of pay- 
ment 





D. Administration 










Virginia Department of Welfare and Institutions has supervisory 
responsibility for the program. 


13, State agency 





Local departments of public welfare (126), of which 98 are county 
units and 28 are municipal units, under the supervision of the 
State agency. 


14. Local agency 
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Virginia 













Combination of State and local funds for assistance costs; State 
reimburses the localities 62.5% of expenditures within the pro- 

visions of law. When State funds prove insufficient, locality may 
augment program from strictly local funds. Administrative costs 
met equally with State and local funds. 


Code of Virginia, Sections 63-100 through 63-114, and 63-205 
through 63-220. 1. 


Financing 










Authority 





E. Other Aid from Public Funds 


17. Medical care Application to local department of public welfare in most local 
only jurisdictions; circumstances governing the receipt of such medi- 
cal care vary among the counties. 

18. Burial General assistance funds frequently used. In addition, strictly 
local funds are available in some localities to meet costs of 
burial. 

19. Aid to special Small expenditures for widows of Confederate Veterans; admin- 

groups istered by the Office of the State Comptroller. 

20. Federal surplus Distributed to families and individuals extensively in 6 political 

food commodi- subdivisions and to a very limited extent in a few others; no 
ties significant seasonal variation in the units participating; State 


Department of Agriculture administers the program, certifica- 
tion of eligibility by local departments of public welfare. 


48430 O—59——8 
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ITEM CHARACTERISTIC 


A. General Description 









Type of program 





General assistance is administered by the State Department of 
Public Assistance through its 30 county offices on a State-wide 
basis. Conditions of eligibility, standards of assistance, and 
duration of assistance differ for unemployable persons and em- 
ployable persons; aid to non-family employable persons may 
vary with local employment conditions. The same State agency 
administers the four Federally-aided public assistance programs 
through its county offices. 





2. Most common Continuing aid to unemployable persons to meet any kind of need 











uses presented by an eligible individual; short-time assistance for 
employable persons to meet temporary need. 
B. Conditions of Eligibility 

3. Definition Families and non-family individuals are eligible if in need, but 
assistance to single unemployed employable males under 50 years 
of age is given at the discretion of the local administrator in 
light of local employment conditions. 

4. Residence State residence requirement of 1 year; exceptions made for tem- 


porary aid; non-residents are aided without regard to plan to 
return to State of legal residence if there are acceptable social 
reasons to disregard return. : 









5. Citizenship No requirement. 


If employable, will accept available employment and is not 
working full time. 


6. Emplayment and 

employability 
Limitations on property holdings of unemployable persons (con- 
tinuing aid) are generally the same as those for the four Fed- 
erally-aided public assistance programs; those for employable 
persons (temporary aid) are generally narrower. 


7. Property limi- 
tations 


8. Liens and re- 
covery 


9. Other 


No requirement. 


If unemployable, does not reasonably refuse helpful medical aid. 
Not eligible for OAA, AB, ADC, or APTD; however General 
Assistance may be granted pending determination of eligibility. ? 


C. Standards of Assistance and Payment 





Standards of assistance for aid to unemployable persons are 
substantially the same as those for the four Federally-aided 
public assistance programs; for employable persons, food 
standards are the same and other essential requirement items 
are considered on a case by case basis as needed. 3 








Standards of 
assistance 
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Washington 


Limitations on 
payment 


Method of pay- 
ment 


State agency 


Local agency 
Financing 


Authority 


Medical care 
only 


Burial 


Aid to special 
groups 

Federal surplus 
food commodi- 
ties 


Assistance unit maximum of $275 per month. (Income available 
plus assistance may exceed $275.) 


Maintenance items: money payment to recipient generally; 
vendor payment is used for recipient considered unable to man- 
age a money payment for whom no guardian or agent is avail- 
able. Medical care: vendor payment only. 


D. Administration 


State Department of Public Assistance has administrative re- 
sponsibility for total administration statewide. 


County offices of the State Department of Public Assistance (30). 
State funds only, assistance and administrative costs. 


Revised Code of Washington, Title 74, Sec. 74.04.020, Sec. 
74. 04.011, 


E. Other Aid from Public Funds 


Application to State Department of Public Assistance; eligibility 
governed by applicant's inability to finance acute and necessary 
emergent medical need from any other source. 


State Department of Public Assistance; maximum burial-funeral 
costs $346. 


Distributed to families and individuals in three counties; admin- 
istered by the State Department of General Administration, 
certification of eligibility by the State Department of Public 
Assistance. 


1 Effective July 1, 1959, State residence requirement of 3 out of the last 4 years imme- 
diately preceding application. Exception may be made for not more than 90 days if denial 
of assistance would cause undue hardship. 

2 1959 revision: Non-residents may be returned to State of legal residence within a 90° 
day period, 

3 1959 revision: ' . and other essential requirement items are considered on an 
extreme emergency basis only, " 
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ITEM | CHARACTERISTIC 


- =ibavartdtaene-telnatirenie~<amn-aieenaieinins 


A. General Description 











1. Type of program | General assistance is administered by the State Department of 
Public Assistance through its county offices (55) under State-wide 
policies; the primary financial responsibility for general assist- 
ance remains with the counties, with supplementation from State 
funds. Program is limited to unemployable persons. The same 


State and local agencies administer the Federally-aided public 
assistance programs. 























Most common 
uses 


To meet any kind of need presented by an eligible individual, 
including foster care and transportation. 





B. Conditions of Eligibility 


Families and non-family individuals eligible if there is no em- 
ployable person in the assistance group, 


“3. Definition 





4. Residence State and local residence requirement of 1 year; exceptions made 


to aid non-resident persons in temporary emergency situations 
or pending return to place of legal residence. 


Citizenshi; 


No requirement specified. 


: Must be unemployable. 
employability 





“4 


Property limi- 
tations 


No requirement specified. 





8. Liens and re- 
covery 


9. Other 


No requirement specified. 


Not eligible for OAA, AB, ADC, APTD; assistance is given to 
meet emergency need pending receipt of a payment from one of 
the public assistance programs. 


C. Standards of Assistance and Payment 















10. Standards of 
assistance 


Standards of assistance are generally the same as for the public 
assistance programs. 





ll. Limitations on 
payment 


No statutory limitation on amount of assistance; administrative 
ruling is that the payment may not exceed the maximum for the 
corresponding public assistance program, e.g., $60 for adult, 
ADC maximums when there are children under 18 years of age; 
exceptions made for boarding and custodial care plans; house- 
hold maximum of $165 with specified exceptions. 





12. Method of pay- 
ment 


Maintenance items: money payment to recipient, with vendor 
payment for food, rent, and utilities to meet emergency situa- 
tions for eligible persons until a money payment can be begun. 
(Two counties which receive no State aid are currently using 
vendor payments for food-rent-utilities for emergency aid to 
unemployed persons.) Medical care: vendor payment. 


D. Administration 








13. State agency | State Department of Public Assistance has administrative respon- 
sibility. 


or Fyne 
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West Virginia 

















Local agency County Department of Public Assistance (55) operating under a 
County Public Assistance Council with the president of the 
county court (county governing body) or a designated member 
serving on the council ex officio. These county offices are units 


of the State Department of Public Assistance. 





State funds only for administrative costs, combination of State 
and local funds for assistance costs. Amount of county funds 
each year "shall not be less than 15% of the total which the 
county is legally authorized to levy for current purposes"; sup- 
plemented in 40 of the 55 counties (at time of the report) from 
State General Relief Fund. 


15. Financing 


16. Authority Public Welfare Law of West Virginia, Ch. 9, Art. 1, Sec. 626 
2) for State agency responsibility; Art. 4, Sec. 626 (35) to 626 


48a) for local responsibility. 





E. Other Aid from Public Funds 


Such assistance is not available on a State-wide basis. In one 
county a "medically indigent" person is eligible for General 
Assistance and the medical care given in that program. In 
another county, limited medical care for such persons is pro- 
vided by the health department. 





Medical care 
only 








Burial Burial costs paid from general relief funds. 







Aid to special 
groups 











Distributed to families and individuals in 46 of the 55 counties; 
administered by the Division of Commodity Distribution, State 
Department of Public Assistance. 


Federal surplus 
food commodi- 
ties 
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CHARACTERISTIC 


A. General Description 














Type of program | General assistance is administered locally by counties and by 
municipalities. In about half of the counties the administration 
is on a county basis; in the other counties administration is by 
towns and cities. It is available in all local jurisdictions but 
conditions of eligibility, coverage, and standards of assistance 
vary locally. The State Department of Public Welfare has re- 
sponsibility to hear and decide disputes between localities about 
liability for payment, receives voluntary statistical reports, and 
allocates State funds for specified purposes (see Item 15, 
Financing, below). The four Federally-aided public assistance 
programs are administered by 71 local county agencies under 
the supervision of the State Department of Public Welfare. Some 
of these same local agencies also administer general assistance 
in the counties. 









2. Most common 
uses 





To aid chronically disabled persons ineligible for APTD; to aid 
unemployed and under-employed; to meet medical emergencies 
of individuals and families ordinarily self-sustaining; to provide 
maintenance supplementation for recipients of OAA, AB, and 

APTD; to assist persons in need pending determination of eligi- 
bility for any of the public assistance programs. 





B. Conditions of Eligibility 








3. Any person without regard to family status or employability is 


eligible if he meets the other conditions of eligibility. 


Definition 










4. Residence State residence requirement of 1 year; exceptions made to meet 
temporary emergencies, including medical care, for non- 
residents pending return to place of former residence. 

5. Citizenship No requirement. 





Registration with State Employment Service generally required 
by local authorities for employable person. 


Equity in the home in which he lives or insurance with cash or 
loan value not in excess of $300 do not disqualify; excess prop- 
erty which could be liquidated only at.a substantial loss may be 
assigned to the county or municipality. 


6. Employment and 
employability 


7. Property limita- 
tions 


8. Liens and Locality may recover by suit against recipient or his estate for 

















recovery assistance given. 
9. Other Needy Indians residing on tax-exempt lands are eligible for the 
local program but covered by assistance from the State program 
with administration delegated to the counties. (See Item 15. 
Financing, below.) 
C. Standards of Assistance and Payment 
10. Standards of Standards of assistance vary. In counties in which the same 
assistance agency administers Federally-aided public assistance programs, 


the standards for general assistance are comparable; in other 
counties or municipalities, standards are subject to discretion 
of local officials and the individual case situation. 
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Wisconsin 














ll. Limitations on 
payment 


Assistance to non-residents limited to 20 days except for medi- 
cal emergencies which require a longer period of aid. No 
specific limitations on aid to residents except as may result 
from the local financial situation. 









Method of 
payment 


Varies with the administrative unit, most of them using orders 
and vouchers; Milwaukee county uses money payment to the re- 
cipient; some units use ''relief in kind" only for emergencies or 
for persons considered unable to manage money. 





D. Administration 

















No administrative or supervisory responsibility lodged in a 
State agency for the total general assistance program; State De- 
partment of Public Welfare has responsibility for specific types 
of aid and for deciding inter-local disputes about liability for 
payment. 


State agency 


County or municipal agencies (1,040). Of the 71 counties, 31 use 
the same agency as administers the Federally-aided public 
assistance programs; 26 counties use this same agency for ad- 
ministering aid to county-at-large cases and non-residents; 3 
other counties operate on a county basis with a local agency or 
commissioners; in the counties in which there is municipal ad- 
ministration (some 980 cities, towns, and villages), some 
larger cities have a city relief department. 


Local agency 











Financing Local funds, county or municipal or a combination of the two; 
statutory limitations on mills levied for governmental purposes, 
but additional funds may be borrowed; State grants-in-aid avail - 
able to counties unable to finance relief expenditures adequately; 
State funds for aid to needy Indians and for some reimbursement 
to localities for aid to non-residents (persons who have been in 


state less than a year and do not have legal settlement). 


Wisconsin Statutes: Sec. 49.01, 49.02, 49.04, 49.046, 49.09; 
Sec. 20.670 (17). 





Authority 





E. Other Aid from Public Funds 










Medical care Apply to same agency as administers other aspects of general 





only assistance; special provisions at State and county hospitals for 
"medically indigent" persons. 
18. Burial County or local funds for general relief cover burial needs also. 
19. Aid to special County tax levy for aid to needy veterans and their families; 
groups usually administered by Veterans Service Commission or Officer, 


in Milwaukee by county welfare department. 








Distributed to families and individuals in 17 counties and 3 cities; 
administered by the State Department of Public Instruction. 


20. Federal surplus 
food commodi- 


ties. 
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ITEM | CHARACTERISTIC 


A. General Description 











Type of program 








Program administered by the county departments of public wel- 
fare (23 counties) under the supervision of the State Department 
of Public Welfare. Same agencies administer the four Federally- 
aided public assistance programs in a similar relationship. Pro- 
gram is mandatory and in effect in all subdivisions. 


2. Most common 
uses 


Used to meet any type of need presented by an eligible individual, 
including foster care. 





B. Conditions of Eligibility 
Definition Families and non-family individuals are eligible if need exists. 


4. Residence State residence requirement of one year immediately preceding 
date of application; however exceptions are made for aid to 
non-residents pending return to place of legal residence and for 
transients on an emergency basis. 


Citizenship No requirement. 
Employment and | No requirement. Employment is regarded as a resource if em- 
employability ployment opportunity exists. 

7. Property limi- Limitations on property holdings similar to those for the four 
tations Federally-aided public assistance programs. 

8. Liens and re- Legal provision for claim on estate after death of recipient. 
covery 

9. Other Not eligible for OAA, AB, ADC, or APTD; may be aided pending 


or during receipt of such assistance if emergency exists. 


C. Standards of Assistance and Payment 


Similar to standards of assistance for ADC and APTD but less 
comprehensive in items covered in the budget. 
















Standards of 
assistance 





Similar to maximums in the four public assistance programs; 
temporary assistance is given on a 10-day, 2-weeks, or 30-day 
basis. ° 


Vendor or money payments used for maintenance items but 
vendor payment only for medical care. 


Limitations on 
payment 






Method of pay- 
ment 






D. Administration 


State Department of Public Welfare has supervisory responsi- 
bility for the program. 


County Department of Public Welfare under a County Board of 
Public Welfare composed of five members: two members ap- 
pointed by Board of County Commissioners; one by the District 
Judge; one by the State Board of Public Welfare; and the Super- 
intendent of Schools of the largest city in the county serves ex 
officio as a member--23 counties. 


State agency 





Local agency 
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Financing 


Authority 


Medical care 
only 


Burial 


Aid to special 
groups 


Federal surplus 
food commodi- 
ties 


State and local funds for assistance and administrative costs. 
Counties levy 1-1/2 mills for these purposes and are assisted 
from State funds, if not able to raise sufficient funds within this 
levy. 


State agency: Wyoming Compiled Statutes, 1945, Section 25-101 
to 105, Local agency: Wyoming Compiled Statutes, 1945, Sec- 
tion 25-110 and 111, 


E. Other Aid from Public Funds 


Application to County Department of Public Welfare; other eli- 
gibility requirements of general assistance must be met. 


Paid by County Department of Public Welfare from local General 
Welfare Health Funds in accordance with a local plan of payment. 


None. 


Distributed to families and individuals in fifteen participating 
counties, "to all needy persons and families who can make use 
of the foods. "' Administered by the State Department of Public 
Welfare. 





